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Executive Summary   
Since the last Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA), Madison County Memorial Hospital 

(MCMH) has started to expand its reach to some of the surrounding counties, mainly due to recent 

hospital closures and identified service gaps. This CHNA has been expanded to include Jefferson, 

Hamilton, Lafayette, and Suwannee Counties, in addition to Madison County. MCMH is committed 

to working with community stakeholders and residents in these five counties to improve access 

to medical care and improve health outcomes for residents. 

One major initiative for MCMH is to move toward the provision of wellness services to decrease 

hospitalizations and emergency room visits for preventable conditions. Whenever possible, data 

will be displayed to align with the five wellness brands listed below.  

 

Focuses on health indicators, unique needs and population characteristics of 
men ages 20 through 64. 

 

Focuses on health indicators, unique needs and population characteristics of 
women ages 20 through 64. 

 

Focuses on health indicators, unique needs and population characteristics of 
children from birth to age 19. 

 

Focuses on health indicators, unique needs and population characteristics of 
residents ages 65 and older. 

 

Focuses on health indicators, unique needs and population characteristics of the 
Veteran population. 

 

Data Sources  

The following data sources were utilized to develop this community health needs assessment.    

Florida Cancer Registry    

The Florida Cancer Data System (FCDS) is Florida's legislatively mandated, population-based, 

statewide cancer registry.  The FCDS is a joint project of the Florida Department of Health and 

the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.  
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Florida CHARTS  

The Florida Department of Health, Office of Statistics and Assessment maintains the Community 

Health Assessment Resource Tool Set. (CHARTS) is commonly used to conduct community 

health assessments, prioritize health issues at the state and local level, and monitor changes in 

health indicators over time. This resource includes primary data through several surveys, and 

secondary data, including health indicator data.  

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)  

This state-based telephone surveillance system is designed to collect data on individual risk 

behaviors and preventive health practices related to the leading causes of morbidity and mortality.  

Florida Youth Tobacco Survey (FYTS)    

The FYTS tracks indicators of tobacco use and exposure to second-hand smoke among Florida 

public middle and high school students and provides data for monitoring and evaluating tobacco 

use among youth in the Florida Tobacco Prevention and Control Program. 

Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS)  

This survey is given to middle and high school youth in public schools.  This survey tracks 

indicators assessing risk and protective factors for substance abuse, in addition to substance 

abuse prevalence.   

The FYSAS and the FYRBS below are administered on alternating years.  

Florida Youth Risk Behavior Survey (FYRBS) 

This survey is given to middle and high school youth in public schools.  The survey tracks 

indicators of behaviors that contribute to unintentional injuries and violence, substance use, 

physical activity, and dietary behaviors.  

Florida-Health Finder, Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) 

The Inpatient Data Query provides performance and outcome data and information on selected 

medical conditions and procedures in Florida health care facilities.  

Robert Wood Johnson County Health Rankings   

The County Health Rankings rate the health of nearly every county in the nation. The Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation collaborates with the University of Wisconsin Population Health 

Institute to provide this database. Please note the data produced in 2025 are the final data that 

will be published.  
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United States Census Bureau   

The U.S. Census Bureau collects detailed information on population demographics including age, 

sex, race, education, employment, income, and poverty.  Data are also collected through the 

American Community Survey. 

Data Limitations  

All data presented in the following assessment are current as of June 2026, and whenever 

possible, comparisons were made between the five counties, the region and the state of Florida 

as a whole. Some trend lines are three-year discrete rates to control static trend lines and years 

where the rate was zero.  Three- year discrete rates can give a more fluid view of the overall trend 

up or down. 

All survey data were used as supplemental information to further inform the group about health 

indicators. These data offer supporting or negating documentation of health indicators found in 

Florida CHARTS and other quantifiable sources. 
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County Profiles   
Madison County  

Madison County is the primary county served by Madison County Memorial Hospital and is the 

county where the hospital is located. Madison County is the fifth most rural county in Florida when 

comparing population density. Population density is 26.7 people per square mile. Madison County 

is in the Northeast part of the Florida Panhandle. There are 597 square miles of land and 20 

square miles of water. Madison County is bordered by South Georgia to the North, Taylor, 

Lafayette, and Suwannee Counties to the South, Hamilton County to the East and Jefferson 

County to the West. 

In Madison County, paved roads account for 227 centerline miles and unpaved roads account for 

460 centerline miles. Primary highways include Interstate 10, which runs East-West in Madison 

County, and U.S. Road 19/27, which runs North-South. Major surface roads also include FL-53, 

CR-253, and US-90.  

Major waterways in Madison County are the Suwannee River to the East, the Withlacoochee 

River to the North and the Aucilla River to the West. There are ten identified creeks, swamps and 

streams in Madison County. 

The city of Madison is the largest municipality in Madison County and is the county seat. The 

incorporated town of Greenville is in the western part of Madison County. The incorporated town 

of Lee is in the Southwest part of Madison County. Unincorporated towns in Madison County 

include Cherry Lake, Hopewell, Pinetta, Ellaville, Hanson, and San Pedro. 

The Madison County School District has two high schools, Madison County High School and a 

charter school, James Madison Preparatory High School. There are two pre-kindergartens 

through 8th grade facilities, Madison County Central School, and the chartered Madison Creative 

Arts Academy. Greenville Elementary School, Pinetta Elementary School and Lee Elementary 

School provide Kindergarten through 6th grade education. 

North Florida College is located in Madison County and serves residents of the surrounding area. 

Residents can also attend the nearby facilities of RiverOak Technical College in Live Oak, Florida 

Gateway College in Lake City, Valdosta State University in Valdosta, Georgia and Wiregrass 

Georgia Technical College. 

The Suwannee River Regional Library System serves Madison and surrounding counties. The 

Madison County Public Library is the primary location, along with branch facilities in Greenville, 

Lee, and Pinetta. 
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Hamilton County 

Hamilton County, Florida is a rural county in the Northeast quadrant of the state. It includes 514 

square miles of land and 5.3 square miles of water. The county is bordered by South Georgia to 

the North, Suwannee County to the South, Columbia County to the East and Madison County to 

the West. 

Road infrastructure is mainly local surface roads. Interstate 75, a North-South interstate, runs 

through Hamilton County. Major surface roads include US-41 and US-129 that both run North to 

South. Paved roads account for 186.8 centerline miles and unpaved roads account for 343.6 

centerline miles. 

The Suwannee River is the waterway that accounts for most of the waterway access and is 

located on the eastern boundary of Hamilton County. The Alapaha River flows through the 

western part of Hamilton County, and the Withlacoochee River is located to the north on the 

countyôs border with South Georgia. 

The county seat of Hamilton County is Jasper, Florida. Two other incorporated towns in Hamilton 

County are Jennings and White Springs. Bakers Mill and Genoa are unincorporated communities 

in Hamilton County. 

Hamilton County has one K-12 school located in Jasper, Florida. Virtual online education is 

available through the school district. No private schools are listed for Hamilton County. 

There are no higher education facilities located in Hamilton County; however, there are five 

facilities within a short driving distance. These include North Florida College in Madison, Riveroak 

Technical College in Live Oak, Florida Gateway College in Lake City, Valdosta State University 

in Valdosta, Georgia and Wiregrass Georgia Technical College. 

The Suwannee River Regional Library System serves Hamilton and surrounding counties. The 

Jasper Public Library is the primary location in Hamilton County, along with the Jennings Public 

Library and the White Springs Public Library. 

Jefferson County  

Jefferson County is considered the third most rural county in Florida with a population density of 

23.9 people per square mile. Jefferson County includes 598 square miles of land and 38 square 

miles of water. It is in the North Central part of the Florida panhandle. Jefferson County is bordered 

by South Georgia to the North, the Gulf of Mexico to the South, Madison County to the East and 

Leon County to the West. 

Paved roads account for 384 centerline miles and unpaved roads account for 219 centerline miles 

in Jefferson County. Interstate 10, an East-West interstate, runs through Jefferson County. Major 

surface roads include US-19, which runs North to South and US-90, that runs East to West.  

There are two major river systems in Jefferson County, both of which have springs. The Aucilla 

River is located on the eastern boundary of the county. The Wacissa River and Wacissa Springs 

are located in South Jefferson County. 
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Monticello, Florida is the county seat of Jefferson County and is the only incorporated city in the 

county. Waukeenah, Drifton, Aucilla, Capps, Lamont, Cody, Fanlew, Lloyd, Wacissa, and Ashville 

are the unincorporated towns in Jefferson County. 

Jefferson County has one public elementary school and one public middle/high school, located in 

Monticello. Turning Point is a public alternative education school in Monticello. Aucilla Christian 

Academy is the only private school in Jefferson County. Virtual online education is available 

through the school district. 

There are no higher education facilities located in Jefferson County. The closest schools are in 

Tallahassee, Florida, including two universities, one college and one technical college. Residents 

also access North Florida College in Madison, Florida. Some residents attend Valdosta State 

University in Valdosta, Georgia and Wiregrass Georgia Technical College in Valdosta. 

There is one public library located in Monticello that serves the community, RJ Bailar Public 

Library. This is a single-county public library that is not associated with any regional public library 

system. 

Lafayette County  

Lafayette County is the second most rural county in Florida with a population density of 15.8 

people per square mile. Lafayette County is in North Central Florida and includes 548 square 

miles of land as well as 4.5 square miles of water. Lafayette County is bordered to the North by 

Madison County, to the South by Dixie and Gilchrist Counties, to the East by Suwannee County, 

and to the west by Taylor County. 

Lafayette County has 141.8 centerline miles of paved roads and 278.1 centerline miles of 

unpaved roads. There are two major highways that run through Lafayette County, US-27/State 

Road 20 runs East-West, and FL-51 that runs North-South. There are nine county-maintained 

roads that serve Lafayette County which are formerly state-maintained roads. These include CR-

53, CR-250, CR-251, CR-292, CR-300, CR-320, CR-348, CR-350, and CR-357. 

The Suwannee River forms the Eastern boundary between Lafayette and Suwannee Counties. 

The Steinhatchee River flows along the West-Southwest region of Lafayette County. In addition, 

there are eight creeks identified in waterway maps of Lafayette County. 

Mayo is the only incorporated town in Lafayette County and is the county seat. Day, Florida and 

Alton, Florida are the only two unincorporated towns in Lafayette County. Troy, Florida, the former 

county seat, is in Lafayette County. 

There is one elementary school, Lafayette Elementary School, and one middle/high school, 

Lafayette High School, that are under the jurisdiction of the Lafayette County School District. 

Virtual education is also provided by the school district. There are no higher education institutions 

in Lafayette County. Residents are served by North Florida College in Madison, Florida. 

Lafayette County residents are served by the Three Rivers Regional Library System. There is a 

branch library located in Mayo, Florida. 
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Suwannee County  

Suwannee County is the largest and most populated county in the North-Central Florida region. 

It encompasses 689 square miles of land and 4.3 square miles of water. Suwannee County is 

bordered to the North by Hamilton County, to the South by Gilchrist County, to the East by 

Columbia County and to the West by Madison County. 

Paved roads account for 540 centerline miles and unpaved roads account for 819.4 centerline 

miles of Suwannee County. Interstate 10 runs East-West through Suwannee County. US-90 runs 

parallel to Interstate 10. US-27 crosses the county near Branford. There are four state roads, FL-

51, FL-247, FL-136 and FL-49, as well as six significant county roads, CR-49, CR-136-CR-132, 

CR-249, CR-252, and CR-137. 

Major rivers include the Suwannee River, which runs along the northern, western and southern 

borders of the county, and the Santa Fe River, which feeds the Suwannee River. There are three 

major creeks and three noted lakes in Suwannee County. 

The towns of Live Oak and Branford are the two incorporated municipalities in Suwannee County. 

Live Oak is the county seat. The 34 unincorporated areas include Beachville, Dell, Dickert, 

Dowling Park, Ellaville, Falmouth, Fort Union, Hildreth, Houston, Lancaster, Live Oak Pines 

Mobile Home Park, Live Oak Trailer Park, Luraville, McAlpin, Mercer, Newburn, OôBrien, Padlock, 

Pine Mount, Pleasant View MH Park, Pouchers Corner, River Run Campground, Rixford, Sandy 

Point, Sandy Point Trailer Park, Slade, Starr, Sunset Manor MH Park, Suwannee River 

Community, Suwannee Springs, Trailer Harbor MH Park, Wayne Friers MH Park, and Wellborn. 

The Suwannee County School District operates four elementary schools, one middle school and 

two high schools. All these schools are located either in Live Oak or Branford. Virtual education 

is also offered. Riveroak Technical College provides vocational/technical training to Suwannee 

and surrounding counties. Residents also attend North Florida College in Madison Florida. 

Residents are served by the Suwannee River Regional Library System. There are two primary 

branch locations in Live Oak and Branford. There is also the Jo Kennon Dowling Park Library, 

which is a separate entity. 

Regional Catchment Area 

This region includes three of the five most rural counties in Florida, Lafayette, Jefferson and 

Madison Counties. Levy County, the fourth most rural county, is located near this region. The 

most rural county in Florida, Liberty County, is in the Florida Panhandle to the West of this region.  

Rural areas with low population densities present challenges with respect to health care service 

delivery. Developing a health service model that works in rural areas is difficult from a financial 

and staffing perspective. Several health care facilities have closed in this region, which has 

resulted in access to care issues for residents. Madison County Memorial Hospital is working with 

community stakeholders and residents in these counties to ascertain where the critical gaps are, 

and to identify possible solutions. 
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Population Demographics   
Ten-year trends for all five counties and the state of Florida are shown below. These are shown 

separately because of the difference in population numbers among the counties.   

Figure 1. Population Trends by County and Region, 2014-2024 

     

     

     

It should be noted that all five counties experienced a dramatic decrease in population in either 

calendar year 2021 or 2022, with increases after that time. The state of Florida experienced a 

decrease in 2023 after a spike in 2022. Causes for the decreases include the elevated number of 

deaths due to COVID-19, deaths with COVID-19 as a contributing factor, the decrease in births 

during the time, and the out migration of residents to other counties or states. Note that data for 

population subgroups are listed in Well Men, Well Women, Growing Well, Aging Well and Serving 

Well sections. 
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Population by Census Tracts  

Figure 2 shows the 2025 population by census tract for the five counties. Darker areas depict 

larger population. Population numbers for each census tract are listed below. 

Figure 2. 2025 Population by Census Tract 

 

2025 ESRI estimated population counts 

Population by Gender  

Table 1 below displays population by gender, county and region for the years 2020 through 2024. 

When comparing 2024 to 2020, the male population in the regional catchment area decreased by 

3% and the female population increased by 1%. 

Table 1. Population by Gender and Residence County, 2020-2024 

  2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

  Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 
Hamilton 8,462 6,156  8,456 6,160  7,484 5,324  7,388 6,233  7,501 6,274  
Jefferson 7,793 7,038  7,548 6,869  7,798 6,988  7,966 7,167  8,213 7,397  
Lafayette 4,485 3,836  4,986 3,913  4,406 3,357  4,267 3,560  4,445 3,761  
Madison 10,228 9,026  10,034 8,918  9,785 8,557  9,729 8,888  9,766 9,012  
Suwannee 23,680 22,348  23,523 22,326  22,749 21,329  23,480 21,925  23,638 22,325  
Region 55,048 48,404  54,547 48,186  52,222 45,555  52,830 47,773  53,563 48,769  
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Males represented the majority of residents in all the counties in the catchment area. During 2024, 

males accounted for 52% of the regional catchment area and females accounted for 48%. Percent 

of total population by gender for the counties and the region is listed below in Table 2. 

Table 2. 2024 Population by Gender 
 

 
Males 

% Total 
Male 

 
Females 

% Total 
Female 

Hamilton 7,501  54% 6,274  46% 
Jefferson 8,213  53% 7,397  47% 
Lafayette 4,445  54% 3,761  46% 
Madison 9,766  52% 9,012  48% 
Suwannee 23,638  51% 22,325  49% 
Region 53,563  52% 48,769  48% 

 

Population by Race/Ethnicity  

Figure 3 shows the county and region population trends by race/ethnicity from 2020 through 2024. 

These data show decreases in either 2021 or 2022 and then increases through 2024 for all racial 

ethnic groups.  

Figure 3. County and Region Population Trends, by Race and Ethnicity 
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Table 3 below shows the percentage of population by race and ethnicity for calendar year 2024. 

Lafayette, Suwannee and Madison Counties had the highest percents of Hispanic population. 

Madison, Jefferson and Suwannee Counties had the highest percents of population that were 

Black, non-Hispanic and Other, non-Hispanic. Combined data for the regional catchment area 

shows that most residents were White, non-Hispanic, followed by Black/Other, non-Hispanic and 

Hispanic.  

Table 3. 2024 Percent of Population by Race/Ethnicity 
 

White NH Black NH Other NH Hispanic 
Hamilton 56% 29% 4% 11% 
Jefferson 62% 30% 3% 5% 
Lafayette 75% 11% 2% 12% 
Madison 56% 35% 3% 12% 
Suwannee 73% 12% 3% 12% 
Region 66% 21% 3% 10% 

 

Population by Age Group  

Table 4 shows the 2024 median age for residents by county and for Florida. Only Jefferson and 

Madison Counties had a median age that was higher than the state. The other three counties 

were slightly below the median age for Florida. 

Table 4. 2024 Median Age by Residence County 

County Median Age 
Hamilton 41.2 
Jefferson 47.6 
Lafayette 42.3 
Madison 44.8 
Suwannee 42.3 
Florida 42.6 
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Tables 5 and 6. 2024 Population Numbers and Percents by Residence County 

Age Group Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee Region 

0-9 1,576  1,424   800  1,911  4,907  10,618  
10-19 1,603  1,498  1,011  1,894  5,563  11,569  
20-24 1,019   687  638  932  2,546  5,822  
25-34 1,731  1,755  1,053  2,397  5,497  12,433  
35-44 1,497  1,867  1,051  2,340  5,439  12,194  
45-54 1,648  2,087  1,121  2,369  5,308  12,533  
55-64 1,854  2,364  989  2,628  6,417  14,252  
65-74 1,675  2,235  855  2,545  5,825  13,135  
75-84 894  1,300  505  1,357  3,304  7,360  
85+ 278  393  183  405  1,157   2,416 

Totals 13,775  15,610  8,206  18,778  45,963   102,332  

 

Age Group Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee Region 

0-9 11% 9% 10% 10% 11% 10% 
10-19 12% 10% 12% 10% 12% 11% 
20-24 7% 4% 8% 5% 6% 6% 
25-34 13% 11% 13% 13% 12% 12% 
35-44 11% 12% 13% 12% 12% 12% 
45-54 12% 13% 14% 13% 12% 12% 
55-64 13% 15% 12% 14% 14% 14% 
65-74 12% 14% 10% 14% 13% 13% 
75-84 6% 8% 6% 7% 7% 7% 
85+ 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

 

Disabled Population  

Table 7 lists the number of developmentally disabled clients reported by the Agency for Persons 

with Disabilities between 2015 and 2025. The number of clients decreased by 17% for the region. 

All five counties had a decrease in the number of developmentally disabled clients. 

Table 7. Developmentally Disabled Clients, by Residence County 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Hamilton 35 35 36 39 40 38 36 36 33 38 32 

Jefferson 71 70 67 64 63 58 53 50 49 49 45 

Lafayette 11 12 15 13 12 9 9 9 9 10 9 

Madison 98 98 97 97 103 102 100 99 91 82 80 

Suwannee 123 125 125 132 131 140 134 136 133 124 116 

Region 338 340 340 345 349 347 332 330 315 303 282 
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Three of the five counties experienced an increase in the number of residents ages 18-64 with 

vision difficulties between 2015 and 2024. The region experienced a 25% increase during the 

time frame. 

Table 8. Population with Vision Difficulties, Ages 18-64 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 2,158 2,463 2,700 3,001 3,086 3,153 3,457 3,074 2,738 2,839 
Jefferson 187 203 139 146 145 146 117 179 172 252 
Lafayette 128 119 137 146 19 12 19 41 86 63 
Madison 441 432 461 515 516 424 276 254 270 378 
Suwannee 810 715 651 770 736 1,045 1,306 1,418 1,198 1,137 
Region 3,724 3,932 4,088 4,578 4,502 4,780 5,175 4,966 4,464 4,669 

All counties, except Lafayette County, saw a decrease in the number of residents ages 18-64 with 

hearing difficulties when comparing 2024 to 2015. There was a 38% decrease in this population 

for the regional catchment area. 

Table 9. Population with Hearing Difficulties, Ages 18-64 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 301 327 260 257 164 198 147 172 179 213 
Jefferson 252 274 173 171 147 160 137 155 219 232 
Lafayette 69 12 11 3 67 90 150 178 203 97 
Madison 621 531 481 411 421 330 194 215 346 337 
Suwannee 1,047 1,222 1,168 1,122 950 710 501 408 489 545 
Region 2,290 2,366 2,093 1,964 1,749 1,488 1,129 1,128 1,436 1,424 

 

Population - Well Men  

Table 10 shows the male population ages 20 and older for all five counties and the regional 

catchment area for calendar years 2015-2024. While the total population of males is larger than 

females during the time period, the number of males decreased slightly for the region and in all 

counties except Jefferson and Suwannee Counties. 

Table 10. Male Population Ages 20+, by Year and Percent Change 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 % Change 

Hamilton 6,666 6,759 6,858 6,722 6,882 6,813 6,823 6,017 5,740 5,805 - 13% 

Jefferson 6,156 6,160 6,083 6,252 6,339 6,374 6,156 6,383 6,557 6,695 +  9% 

Lafayette 4,172 4,142 4,147 3,936 3,944 3,926 4,013 3,551 3,428 3,555 - 15% 

Madison 7,951 7,968 7,989 8,173 8,186 8,169 7,992 7,771 7,797 7,740 -  3% 

Suwannee 17,990 17,948 17,955 18,062 17,976 18,221 18,136 17,482 18,175 18,303 + 2% 

Region 42,935 42,977 43,032 43,145 43,327 43,503 43,120 41,204 41,697 42,098 -  2% 
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Figures 4-6 show ten-year trends for White, non-Hispanic, Black, non-Hispanic and Hispanic 

males for the five counties. Three of the five counties experienced a decrease in the number of 

White, non-Hispanic males. There was no substantial change in Suwannee County. Jefferson 

County had a slight increase. 

Figure 4. White, Non-Hispanic Male Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

The number of Black-non-Hispanic males decreased slightly over the time period for all five 

counties. The decrease was slightly greater in Hamilton County. 

Figure 5. Black, Non-Hispanic Male Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

All counties except Lafayette County had a net increase in Hispanic males between 2015 and 

2024. Suwannee County had the largest increase during the time frame. 
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Figure 6. Hispanic Male Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

Population - Well Women  
The table below shows female population ages 20 and older by year, along with percent change 

in population between 2015 and 2024. The number of females ages 20+ grew by 4.1% for the 

region, which includes all counties combined. The only county to experience a decrease during 

the time period was Hamilton County, and the percentage change was less than one percent. 

Table 11. Female Population Ages 20+, by Year and Percent Change 
 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 % Change 

Hamilton 4,792 4,699 4,720 4,762 4,761 4,698 4,700 4,048 4,758 4,791 -0.02% 

Jefferson 5,594 5,564 5,629 5,664 5,718 5,746 5,590 5,691 5,801 5,993 7.1% 

Lafayette 2,486 2,529 2,533 2,538 2,700 2,830 2,926 2,510 2,693 2,840 14.2% 

Madison 7,069 7,128 7,179 7,194 7,297 7,174 7,120 6,805 7,178 7,233 2.3% 

Suwannee 16,053 16,115 16,334 16,681 16,917 17,163 17,219 16,337 16,940 17,190 7.1% 

Region 35,897 35,994 36,035 36,395 36,839 37,393 37,611 37,555 35,391 37,370 4.1% 

Figures 7-9 are trend lines for White, non-Hispanic, Black, non-Hispanic and Hispanic females 

from 2015 through 2024. White, non-Hispanic female populations increased in all counties except 

Hamilton County. Hamilton Countyôs decrease was approximately 1%. 
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Figure 7. White, Non-Hispanic Female Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

Hamilton and Jefferson Counties experienced a 7% decrease in Black, non-Hispanic female 

population during the timeframe, followed by Madison County with a 3% decrease. Lafayette 

County had an increase of almost 5%. 

Figure 8. Black, Non-Hispanic Female Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

All five counties had a large increase in the number of Hispanic females when comparing 2015 to 

2024. Suwannee County had an 81% increase, followed by Jefferson County, 52%, Madison 

County, 45%, Hamilton County, 35%, and Lafayette County, 25%. 
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Figure 9. Hispanic Female Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

Population - Growing Well  
Table 12 lists the population for ages 0-19 for the five counties and the region overtime. The 

region had a decrease of 1.6% in this population for this age group. Only Jefferson and Suwannee 

Counties had a net increase when comparing 2015 to 2024. 

Table 12. Population Ages 0-19, by Year and Percent Change 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 % Change 

Hamilton 3,207 3,208 3,171 3,222 3,144 3,107 3,093 2,743 3,123 3,179 -0.9% 

Jefferson 2,756 2,777 2,818 2,809 2,785 2,711 2,671 2,712 2,775 2,922 6.0% 

Lafayette 1,991 1,949 1,971 1,893 1,969 1,965 1,960 1,702 1,706 1,811 -9.0% 

Madison 4,180 4,156 4,127 4,053 4,050 3,911 3,840 3,766 3,642 3,805 -9.0% 

Suwannee 10,406 10,277 10,238 10,380 10,589 10,644 10,494 10,259 10,290 10,470 0.6% 

Region 22,540 22,367 22,325 22,357 22,537 22,338 22,058 21,182 21,536 22,187 -1.6% 

 

Figure 10 shows ten-year trend lines for White, non-Hispanic children ages 0-19. Only Jefferson 

County had an increase in the number of White, non-Hispanic children during the time frame. The 

remaining four counties experienced a decrease, with Lafayette County showing the highest 

decrease of 11.8%.  
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Figure 10. White, non-Hispanic Child Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

Ten-year trends for Black, non-Hispanic children ages 0-19 are shown below in Figure 11. All five 

counties show a decrease in the population of Black, non-Hispanic children during 2015-2024. 

Madison County had the greatest decrease, at -24.7%, followed by Jefferson County, -14.3%, 

Hamilton County, -12.6%, Suwannee County, -9.9%, and Lafayette County, -5.1%. 

Figure 11. Black, non-Hispanic Child Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

Ten-year population trends for Hispanic children ages 0-19 show large percent increases in all 

counties except Lafayette County. The other four counties experienced an increase ranging from 

24.5% in Hamilton County to 56.3% in Madison County. Figure 12 displays trend lines for all five 

counties. 
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Figure 12. Hispanic Child Population Trends, by County, 2015-2024 

 

The population of children ages 0-17 with hearing difficulty decreased slightly in the region from 

326 in 2015 to 301 in 2024. Table 11 lists this population for the five counties. Lafayette County 

reported no children with hearing difficulties during the time frame.  

Table 11. Population With Hearing Difficulty, Ages 0-17 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 68 72 36 22 27 55 52 103 126 178 

Jefferson 6 6 4 4 8 2 6 7 0 0 

Lafayette 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Madison 62 75 51 31 23 16 8 0 39 76 

Suwannee 190 210 229 152 193 105 16 2 34 47 

Region 326 363 320 209 251 178 82 112 199 301 

 

There was also a net decrease of 36% in the number of children with disabilities receiving pre-

Kindergarten services in the five-county regional catchment area. Note that these numbers were 

not reported for Jefferson County during 2021-2024. This may be the reason for the regional 

decrease. Suwannee and Hamilton Counties show an increase during the time frame. 

Table 12. Children with Disabilities Receiving Pre-K Services 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 0 15 13 13 14 14 13 0 11 11 

Jefferson 30 26 15 0 14 12 NR NR NR NR 

Lafayette 15 0 11 13 17 13 21 18 14 12 

Madison 66 65 55 47 37 42 27 24 24 24 

Suwannee 43 49 52 58 53 64 53 65 52 51 

Region 154 155 146 131 135 145 114 107 101 98 
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Population - Aging Well  

Table 13 depicts the population growth for residents ages 65 and older between 2015 and 2024. 

All five counties showed a population increase between 17-34% during the time frame. Jefferson 

County had the greatest increase with 34%, followed by Lafayette County, 27%, Madison County, 

26%, Hamilton County, 22%, and Suwannee County, 18%. 

Table 13. Population Ages 65+, by Year and Percent Change 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 % Change  

Hamilton 2,331 2,375 2,447 2,596 2,659 2,700 2,739 2,390 2,761 2,847 22.1% 

Jefferson 2,927 3,024 3,149 3,354 3,493 3,654 3,523 3,618 3,691 3,928 34.2% 

Lafayette 1,215 1,241 1,268 1,346 1,383 1,506 1,571 1,335 1,496 1,543 27.0% 

Madison 3,433 3,598 3,723 3,881 4,001 4,059 4,086 3,883 4,167 4,307 25.5% 

Suwannee 8,756 8,864 9,090 9,453 9,720 9,998 10,111 9,592 10,014 10,286 17.5% 

Region 18,662 19,102 19,677 20,630 21,256 21,917 22,030 20,818 22,129 22,911 22.8% 

The population ages 65+ with hearing difficulties decreased for the region by 30 individuals, from 

3,055 in 2015 to 3,025 in 2024. Jefferson County experienced a large increase in the number of 

hearing-impaired residents. Lafayette and Suwannee Counties also had increases in the number 

of residents with hearing issues. 

Table 14. Population with Hearing Difficulty, Ages 65+ 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 390 366 377 438 480 430 399 356 360 355 

Jefferson 319 320 354 387 426 650 712 707 616 701 

Lafayette 302 295 333 366 255 268 253 236 281 355 

Madison 589 570 658 659 631 545 567 471 410 384 

Suwannee 1,455 1,660 1,430 1,480 1,561 1,392 1,104 1,312 1,211 1,230 

Region 3,055 3,211 3,152 3,330 3,353 3,285 3,035 3,082 2,878 3,025 

Probable Alzheimerôs cases are listed as a category under populations with disabilities. Table 15 

shows an increase of 8% in probable cases among residents in the region during 2015-2024. 

Percent increases by residence county are 13% for Hamilton County, 29% for Jefferson County, 

18% for Lafayette County, 4% for Madison County, and 0.2% for Suwannee County.   

Table 15. Probable Alzheimerôs Cases, Ages 65+ 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton 261 269 284 306 309 313 299 252 284 295 
Jefferson 322 321 375 403 405 425 390 389 385 415 
Lafayette 145 141 165 168 169 178 177 146 164 171 
Madison 425 436 447 465 471 465 440 401 419 441 
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Suwannee 1,111 1,154 1,150 1,203 1,217 1,237 1,176 1,073 1,076 1,113 
Region 2,264 2,321 2,421 2,545 2,571 2,618 2,482 2,261 2,328 2,435 

 

Population - Serving Well  

Figure 13 shows the Veteran population by county for 2021 through 2024. The Veteran population 

decreased by 9% when comparing 2024 to 2021. Only Lafayette County had a slight increase in 

Veteran population.  

There were 6,854 Veterans in the region in 2024. Veterans accounted for 8% of the Hamilton 

County population ages 18 and older, as well as 8% of the Jefferson County population, 7% of 

the Lafayette County population, 8% of the Madison County population, and 9% of the Suwannee 

County population. 

Figure 13. Veteran Populations Ages 18+ by Resident County, 2021-2024 

 

Madison County Memorial Hospital Patient Demographics  

Madison County Memorial Hospital patient demographics show that the majority of patients in 

2024 and 2025 were female. Demographic data for the regional catchment area in 2024 differ in 

that the majority of residents were male. 

Figure 14. MCMH Patients by Gender 
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For comparison purposes, Table 16 gives the racial and ethnic breakdown of MCMH patients in 

2024 and 2025, as well as for residents in the region during 2024. Racial and ethnic minorities 

represented 46% of 2024 patients and 34% of region residents. The majority of patients were 

White, non-Hispanic, which is consistent with the region demographics. 

Table 16. MCMH Patient and Region Resident Comparisons by Race/Ethnicity 
 

White NH Black NH Other NH Hispanic 
2024 Patients 54% 40% 3% 3% 
2025 Patients 55% 38% 2% 3% 
Region 2024 66% 21% 3% 10% 

 

Comparisons of regional residents and MCMH patients during 2024 by age groups are consistent 

within 1-2%. Ages 65+ comprised 27% of MCMH patients and 22% of residents in the region. 

Table 17. Percent of Total 2024 Region Residents and 2024 MCMH Patients 

 
Age Group 

2024 Region  
Residents 

2024 MCMH 
Patients 

0-9 10% 8% 
10-19 11% 10% 
20-24 6% 5% 
25-34 12% 10% 
35-44 12% 11% 
45-54 12% 11% 
55-64 14% 14% 
65-74 13% 15% 
75-84 7% 9% 
85+ 2% 3% 

Unknown 0% 4% 
 

Patient address data for 2024 and 2025 indicate that 90% of patients seen at MCMH were Florida 

residents and 4% were Georgia residents. More than 80% of patients seen in 2024 and 2025 

resided in the five-county regional catchment area. 

Significant Findings  

¶ All five counties experienced a large population decrease in either calendar year 2021 or 

2022, followed by increases. Only Jefferson and Suwannee Counties had a net increase 

between 2015 and 2024.  

¶ There is a need to develop materials to reach the Hispanic population due to the large 

increases over the past ten years. 

¶ There was a decrease in the population of Black, non-Hispanic males and females ages 20+ 

over the 2015-2024 time period. 

¶ When comparing 2024 to 2015, the male population ages 20+ in the regional catchment area 

decreased by 3% and the female population increased by 1%. Even with the decreases in 
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male population, males accounted for 52% of the regional catchment area and females 

accounted for 48% in 2024. 

¶ With males having the slight majority in population, it is important to design wellness programs 

that will effectively reach them. 

¶ The number of females ages 20+ grew by 4.1% for the region during 2015-2024.   

¶ The region had a decrease of 1.6% for ages 0-19 during 2015-2024. This translates to 

decreases among children with disabilities. 

All five counties showed a population increase between 17-34% for age group 65+ during 2015-

2024. There was a corresponding increase among probable Alzheimerôs cases.  
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Social Determinants of 

Health   
Overview  

When analyzing health indicators, it is important to also examine the 

Social Determinants of Health. These are non-health related issues that 

affect individual health outcomes and by extension, the overall health of 

a community.  

The Healthy People 2030 initiative definition of social determinants of health as, ñThe conditions 

in the environments in which people are born, live, learn, work, play, worship, and age that affect 

a wide range of health, functioning, and quality-of-life outcomes and risks.ò The Healthy People 

2030 goal is, ñCreate social and physical environments that promote good health for all.ò  

Addressing socioeconomic factors has a broader impact on health, when compared to individual 

counseling and education, patient treatments, preventive interventions, and legal or educational 

campaigns. The Social Determinants of Health are divided into the categories of Access to Health 

Care, Economic Stability, Education, Neighborhood and Built Environment, and Social and 

Community Context. Each of these categories is addressed in this section. 

Access to Health Care  

Access to care has a major impact on health outcomes because it affects whether people can get 

preventive services, timely diagnosis, treatment, and ongoing management of health conditions. 

Limited access to medical care results in delayed or skipped medical care, lower use of preventive 

services and screenings, poorer management of chronic illnesses, worse health outcomes and 

greater health disparities among underserved populations, and higher risks of illness, 

complications, and mortality. 

Clinicians  

Tables 20-25 show the number of licensed clinicians in each county for fiscal year 23-24. It should 

be noted that data reflect the county of residence for the clinician which may be different from the 

county of practice. Specializing physicians account for the largest service gap in the region, 

followed by mental health professionals. 

Tables 18a-f. Licensed Clinicians, Fiscal Year 23-24 

Nursing Providers  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Certified Nursing Assistant 9 17 8 28 50 

Licensed Practical Nurse 180 103 131 282 656 

Registered Nurse 124 164 91 220 610 

Student/Nurse Ratio (Pre-K-12th Grade) 1,091.0 233.7 755.3 920.0 852.6 
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Pediatricians, OB/GYN, Family Practice and Internal Medicine physicians continue to be a need 

among all five counties. Negative birth and post-natal outcomes for the region are linked to the 

lack of access to prenatal care and pediatric care.  

Physicians  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Medical Doctor 3 6 1 4 11 

Family Practice Physician 0 2 0 2 1 

Internal Medicine Physician 1 0 0 1 2 

OB/GYN 0 0 0 0 1 

Osteopathic Physician 1 1 0 4 0 

Pediatrician 0 0 0 0 0 

Physician Assistant 0 4 0 2 6 

Podiatric Physician 0 0 0 0 1 

 

Behavioral health and substance use services continue to be underserved in the five-county area. 

Many mental health and substance use agencies are regional and offer telehealth services as a 

partial remedy. In-person and crisis intervention services are gaps that need to be addressed. 

Behavioral Health Providers  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Behavioral/Mental Health Professional 7 19 1 8 22 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 0 9 1 2 12 

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist 2 0 0 1 2 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 5 10 0 5 8 

Psychologist 0 2 0 1 2 

 
Dental services are an issue in the five counties. Medicaid reimbursement and patient no-show 

rates are among the reasons that public health dental services have declined. Regional federally 

qualified health centers offer some services; however, distance to care is a regional issue. 

Dental Providers  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Dental Hygienist 3 15 6 13 22 

Dentist 2 2 2 3 10 
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The need for emergency response personnel is anticipated to grow with the trend toward 

providing community paramedicine. This initiative is a challenge to implement due to the limited 

billing capacity for EMT and paramedic community paramedicine services.  

Emergency Response  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Emergency Medical Technician 21 40 11 25 75 

Paramedic 15 21 4 18 54 

 

The need for pharmacies in the region is growing due to the provision of enhanced services such 

as utilizing pharmacies as retail clinics. Enhanced services include screening, access to telehealth 

kiosks, and remote patient telemonitoring. 

Pharmacy  Hamilton  Jefferson  Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee  

Pharmacist 2 18 1 12 29 

Registered Pharmacy Technician 21 13 10 28 108 

 

Table 18 shows the ratio of primary care physicians, mental health professionals and dentists to 

resident population for 2024. These 2024 data were obtained from the Robert Wood Johnson 

County Health Rankings. Calendar year 2025 showing 2024 data will be the last data release 

from RWJ. Note that data are not available for Lafayette County dentists. Access to primary care 

physicians is an issue for all five counties; however, the need is greatest in Hamilton and Madison 

Counties. Hamilton and Lafayette Counties have the least access to mental health providers. The 

need for dentists is highest in Suwannee County. 

Table 18. Ratio of Medical Professionals to Population, 2024 

  Primary Care 

Physicians 

Mental Health 

Providers  

 

Dentists  

Hamilton 1:13,990 1:4,490 1:4,410 

Jefferson 1:3,640 1:1,290 1:3,760 

Lafayette 1:8,380 1:4,040 N/A 

Madison 1:9,140 1:1,320 1:4,550 

Suwannee 1:7,410 1:1,250 1:5,680 

Florida 1:1,370 1:460 1:1,560 

 

 

Health Insurance  

Access to care includes health insurance, either public or private. Figure 15 is a census tract map 

of residents with no health insurance. Values are the percentage of the census tract population 

without public or private health insurance.  
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Figure 15. Percentage of Population with No Health Insurance, by Census Tract 

 

Figure 16 showsMedicaid enrollment by resident county for ten years. All five counties had 

increases in enrollment from 2019 through 2022, with decreases after 2022. These trends 

resulted in net increases in enrollment for Hamilton, Lafayette, and Suwannee Counties.  

 

Figure 16. Medicaid Enrollment, Percent of Population, 2015-2024 
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Transportation and Broadband Internet Access  

Transportation and internet availability are included in access to care, because these variables 

significantly impact in-person appointments and telehealth appointments respectively. Figure 17 

shows five-year trends for the percentage of households without a vehicle. Jefferson County had 

a 94.7% increase in the percentage of households without a vehicle during 2020-2024. Lafayette 

County had a 27% increase during the time frame. The other three counties had decreases in the 

percentage of households with no vehicle, including Suwannee County, -23.4%, Madison County, 

-31.6%, and Hamilton County, -58.1%. 

Figure 17. Percent of Households with No Vehicle, by Residence County, 2020-2024 

 

Most households in the five counties have access to broadband internet. Calendar year 2024 

shows that 87.7% of Lafayette County households had access to broadband internet, followed by 

86.5% of Suwannee County households, 81.4% of Hamilton County households,   

Access To Care - Well  Women  

It is important to examine access to care indicators for females, particularly health insurance, for 

multiple reasons. There is a positive correlation between the percentage of women ages 19ï64 

with health insurance and the percentage of children with health insurance. This relationship 

occurs for several reasons: 

¶ Parents' insurance status is often linked to their children's coverage through employer-

sponsored insurance and public programs. 

¶ State policies affecting insurance access (such as Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and 

enrollment processes) influence coverage for both adults and children. 

¶ Research on child coverage trends notes that Medicaid enrollment and child insurance rates 

are closely related across states. 
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Also, prenatal, birth outcome and post-natal indicators are related to healthcare access, including 

health insurance. Figure 18 includes trend lines for the percentage of females ages 19-64 with 

health insurance, by residence county. When comparing 2017 and 2024 data, Jefferson and 

Hamilton Counties had net decreases in the percentage of females with health insurance. 

Lafayette, Madison and Suwannee Counties had net increases during the time frame, with 

Lafayette County experiencing a 25.7% increase.  

Figure 18. Percentage of Females with Health Insurance Ages 19-64  
by Residence County 

  

Although the percentage of births covered by Medicaid has declined over time statewide and 

across the five-county region, Medicaid continued to pay for more than half of all births in 

Hamilton, Madison, and Suwannee Counties in 2024. The Florida Department of Health describes 

this measure as an indicator of access to jobs, health insurance, and economic independence. 

It should be noted that three of the five counties had higher percentages of births covered by 

Medicaid in 2024, compared to the state of Florida. More than half of 2024 births in Hamilton, 

Madison and Suwannee Counties were covered by Medicaid. All five counties did have decreases 

in the percentages of births covered by Medicaid when comparing 2020 to 2024. Lafayette County 

had a 34.7% decrease, followed by Jefferson County, 23.6%, Hamilton County, 20.5%, 

Suwannee County, 13.9% and Madison County, 9.3% 
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Figure 19. Percentage of Births Covered by Medicaid, by Residence County 

 

 

Access to Care  - Growing  Well  

Children in Florida are automatically placed into the appropriate Florida KidCare Program based 

on their eligibility. Categories include Medicaid, MediKids, Florida Healthy Kids or CMS Health 

Plan. Figure 20 below includes enrollment numbers for children eligible for MediKids specifically 

through 2024. Enrollment numbers dropped for all counties except Hamilton County during 2020-

2024. 

Figure 20. Children Covered by MediKids Ages 1-4 

 

Medicaid enrollment numbers for ages 0-18 are listed below in Table 19. These numbers were 

obtained from the Agency for Health Care Administration as of May 31, 2026. Totals from June 

2025 are also listed below. Enrollment numbers indicate an increase in enrollment of 0.3% in 

Hamilton County, and decreases in the remaining four counties, including an 8.1% decrease in 
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Jefferson County, a 5.2% decrease in Lafayette County, a 1.3% decrease in Madison County, 

and a 4.5% decrease in Suwannee County, 

Table 19. Medicaid Enrollment for Ages 0-18, By Residence County as of May 31, 2026 

County  Ages 0-5 Ages 6-10 Ages 11-18 Total  2026 Total 2025 

Hamilton 605 558 839 2,002 1,997 

Jefferson 474 378 597 1,449 1,576 

Lafayette 252 209 298 759 801 

Madison 732 595 946 2,273 2,303 

Suwannee 1,847 1,608 2,559 6,014 6,297 

 

The CMS Plan serves children under age 21 whose serious or chronic physical or developmental 

conditions require extensive preventive and ongoing care. Table 20. Shows enrollment numbers 

by year for the five counties. Note that 2025 enrollment numbers are significantly less for all 

counties except Lafayette, which increased slightly. 

Table 20. Childrenôs Medical Service Enrollment, Ages 0-20, by Residence County 

Year  Hamilton  Jefferson Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee 

2020 63 76 25 111 220 

2021 75 77 28 114 266 

2022 80 77 25 125 281 

2023 84 78 30 125 291 

2024 81 96 23 131 317 

2025 39 57 27 67 138 

 

Medical Foster Care enables eligible children, from birth through age 20 with medically complex 

conditions whose parents cannot care for them in their own homes, to live and receive care in 

foster homes rather than in hospitals or other institutional settings. A data review of medical foster 

children during 2015-2025 indicated that there were very few among the five counties. Totals 

included one in Hamilton County, zero in Jefferson and Lafayette Counties, two in Madison 

County, and 22 in Suwannee County. 

Figure 21 shows trend lines for children ages 0-18 without health insurance between 2017 and 

2024. Four of the five counties experienced a decrease in the percentage of uninsured children. 

Only Hamilton County showed an increase of 36.2% when comparing 2024 to 2017. 
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Figure 21. Percent of Population Ages 0-18 Without Health Insurance 

 

 

Access to Care  - Aging Well  

Enrollment numbers listed below do not differentiate between persons ages 65+ and those eligible 

under age 65. Medicare enrollment increased in all counties except Lafayette County between 

2020 and 2025. Medicare eligibility criteria are listed below.  

¶ People ages 65 or older and a U.S. citizen or qualifying legal resident. 

¶ People under age 65 and have received Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits 

for 24 months. 

¶ People with ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease), which does not require a 24Ȥmonth waiting period. 

¶ People with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and meet Medicare's ESRD requirements. 

Table 21. Medicare Enrollment by Residence County 

Year  Hamilton  Jefferson Lafayette  Madison  Suwannee 

2020 2,957 3,698 1,481 4,555 11,013 

2021 2,999 3,761 1,504 4,666 11,321 

2022 3,088 3,880 1,510 4,731 11,678 

2023 3,225 4,008 1,525 4,807 12,023 

2024 3,407 4,104 1,508 4,956 12,277 

2025 3,442 4,172 1,496 5,032 12,413 
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People aged 65+ may also be eligible for Medicaid. Enrollment numbers are listed below by 

county for 2025 and 2026. All five counties had an increase in the percentage of population 

enrolled in Medicaid when comparing 2026 to 2025. 

Table 22. Medicaid Enrollment Ages 65+, by Residence County 

County  2025 2026 Percent Change  

Hamilton 496 504 1.6% 

Jefferson 506 546 7.9% 

Lafayette 212 237 11.8% 

Madison 724 743 2.6% 

Suwannee 1,690 1,823 7.9% 

 

Economic Stability  

Economic stability is important for health outcomes because it affects people's ability to meet 

basic needs and access health-related resources. Economic stability is considered a major "social 

determinant of health" because it shapes many of the conditions that help people stay healthy 

and recover from illness. 

¶ People with stable income and health insurance are more likely to receive preventive care, 

prenatal care, medications, and treatment when they are sick. 

¶ Economic security makes it easier to afford safe housing, nutritious food, clean water, and 

utilities, all of which contribute to better health. 

¶ Financial hardship can create chronic stress, anxiety, and depression. Long-term stress is 

associated with poorer physical and mental health outcomes. 

¶ Individuals facing financial strain may have fewer opportunities for exercise, healthy eating, 

and other health-promoting activities. 

¶ Economic resources can affect access to prenatal care, healthy pregnancies, and early 

childhood services, which can influence health throughout life. 

¶ Economic stability is closely connected to education and employment, which in turn affect 

income, health literacy, and access to benefits. 

Median Income  

Figure 22 shows median income trends for five years across the five counties. All counties had 

an increase in median income during the time frame. Madison County had a 38% increase in 

median income, followed by Hamilton County, 31%, Jefferson County, 25%, Suwannee County, 

22%, and Lafayette County, 21%. Although the percent increase was smallest for Lafayette 

County, the 2024 median income was higher than the other four counties.  
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Figure 22. Median Income by Year and Resident County, 2020-2024 

 

Figure 23 below illustrates median income by census tract for the combined years of 2020-2024. 

The darker colors depict lower median income. Also included is Table 22 that lists the highest and 

lowest median income census tracts for each county. Census tract 2501.04 in Jefferson County 

had the highest median income of the five-county region. Census tract 1103.02 in Madison County 

had the lowest median income in the region. 

Figure 23. Median Income by Census Tract, 2020-2024 
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Table 23. Median Income by Census Tract 

 Highest Median Income Lowest Median Income 

County Income Census Tract Income Census Tract 

Hamilton $53,123 9601.02 $34,951 9601.01 

Jefferson $81,902 2501.04 $41,806 2501.03 

Lafayette $63,886 9602.02 $49,659 9602.01 

Madison $60,496 1104 $29,144 1103.02 

Suwannee $65,208 9704.01 $29,709 9703.03 

 

Table 24 shows 2024 median income by race/ethnicity for each county. Note that median income 

for Black, non-Hispanic residents is not listed for Lafayette County, due to the low population. 

Black, non-Hispanic residents had the lowest median income for all other counties. 

Table 24. 2024 Median Income by Race/Ethnicity 

County White Black Hispanic 

Hamilton  $52,821.00   $29,335.00   $57,097.00  

Jefferson  $75,644.00   $40,393.00   $87,765.00  

Lafayette  $62,948.00   $-     $47,134.00  

Madison  $55,980.00   $30,463.00   $63,617.00  

Suwannee  $58,116.00   $45,402.00   $55,985.00  

Florida  $80,213.00   $56,881.00   $70,097.00  

 

Income Inequality  

Income inequality exists when some people earn 

significantly more income than others, resulting in an 

unequal distribution of earnings across society. In the figure 

below, income inequality is measured using a Gini 

Coefficient (Gini Index). This is a value between 0 and 1, 

where 0 represents perfect equality and higher values 

indicate greater inequality. If a small group of people earns 

a large share of a countyôs total income while many others 

earn much less, that county has a high-income inequality 

rate. Conversely, if income is distributed more evenly, 

income inequality is lower. 
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Figure 24. Income Inequality, by Residence County 

 

Unemployment  

Figure 25 shows trend lines for the percentage of county civilian labor force unemployed for ten 

years. All five counties and the state of Florida experienced a decrease in unemployment over 

the ten years. Jefferson County experienced the lowest decrease over the time period, at -21.3%, 

followed by Lafayette County, -25.3%, Suwannee County, -43.2%, Madison County, -50.8%, and 

Hamilton County, -57.6%.  

All five counties had a higher percentage of unemployed residents in 2024, compared to Floridaôs 

percentage of 4.8%. Lafayette County had the highest percentage of unemployed in 2024, at 

10.9%. Madison County had the lowest percentage of unemployed, at 5.8%.  

Figure 25. Unemployed Civilian Labor Force, by Residence County, 2015-2024 
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Unemployment trends for white residents show a corresponding decrease over the ten-year time 

period. Hamilton County had the lowest decrease in unemployment among White, non-Hispanic 

residents at 12.0%. Suwannee County had the largest decrease with 57.4%. 

Figure 26. Unemployed Civilian Labor Force, White Residents, 2015-2024  

 

Three of the five counties had a decrease in unemployment among Black residents when 

comparing 2024 to 2015. Note that Lafayette County did not have reported unemployment rates 

for years 2021-2024 due to the small number of Black residents. Suwannee County did not have 

reported unemployment rates for 2023 and 2024. Jefferson had a large decrease in Black resident 

unemployment rates in 2018; however, rates have been increasing since 2018. 

Figure 27. Unemployed Civilian Labor Force, Black Residents, 2015-2024 
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Unemployment data for Hispanic residents is shown in Figure 28. Several counties had no data 

reported for some years due to low numbers of Hispanic residents. Low numbers of residents 

also resulted in static trend lines, making these data difficultto interpret. 

Figure 28. Unemployed Civilian Labor Force, Hispanic Residents, 2015-2024 
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Poverty  

The trend lines for the percentage of individual residents living below poverty level are shown in 

Figure 29 below for years 2015 through 2024. Jefferson County is the only County showing an 

increase in poverty rates during the time frame. Data by race/ethnicity are shown in separate 

trend graphs below. Data by gender is not available in Florida CHARTS.  

Figure 29. Individual Poverty Rates by Residence County, 2015-2024 

 

The percent of White, non-Hispanic residents living below poverty level increased during 2015-

2024 in Jefferson and Lafayette Counties. White, non-Hispanic poverty rates in Hamilton County 

decreased by 10% while rates in Madison and Suwannee Counties decreased by more than 30% 

during the time frame. 
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Figure 30. Individual Poverty Rates by Residence County, White Residents 

 

When comparing the percent of Black, non-Hispanic residents living below poverty for 2015-2024, 

the percent decreased in all counties except Jefferson County. Jefferson County experienced a 

41% increase among Black, non-Hispanic residents during the time frame. Decreases ranged 

between 9% in Madison County and 66% in Suwannee County. 

Figure 31. Individual Poverty Rates by Residence County, Black Residents 

 

Jefferson and Madison Counties had increases in individual poverty rates for Hispanic residents 

during the time frame. Jefferson County had the highest poverty rate among Hispanic residents 

in 2024. 
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Figure 32. Individual Poverty Rates by Residence County, Hispanic Residents 

 

Individual poverty levels by census tract are listed in figure 33 below. Darker colors denote higher 

percentages of individual residents living below 100% poverty level. In Jefferson County, the 

communities most affected by individual poverty rates are Monticello and Wacissa. The towns of 

Greenville and Madison had the highest individual poverty rates in Madison County. Census 

tracks for Jasper and White Springs had the highest percentages of individual poverty in Hamilton 

County. The cities or towns most affected by individual poverty in Suwannee County are Branford 

and Live Oak. The town of Mayo in Lafayette County had the highest percentage of residents 

living below poverty level. 

Figure 33. Individual Poverty Rates by Census Tract, 2020-2024 
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Figure 34 below shows the percentage of families living below 100% poverty level by census tract. 

Poverty data by census tract for individuals and families in Jefferson County was consistent. In 

Madison County, the Greenville census tract had high poverty rates for individuals while census 

tracts 1101 and 1104 had higher percentages of families living below poverty level. Census tract 

9601.02 in Hamilton County had a high individual poverty rate but a low family poverty rate. 

Figure 34. Family Poverty Rates by Census Tract, 2020-2024 
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Food Insecurity  

Food insecurity rate is the percentage of households or people who do not have reliable access 

to enough nutritious food for a healthy life. It measures how common food insecurity is within a 

population. A higher food insecurity rate indicates that a larger share of the population faces 

challenges obtaining enough food. Food insecurity can range from concerns about running out of 

food to reduced food quality, skipped meals, or disrupted eating patterns due to lack of resources. 

Figure 35 displays the food insecurity rates for the five counties for calendar years 2020-2024. All 

five counties had an increase in food insecurity rates during the time frame. Suwannee County 

experienced a 36% increase, followed by Jefferson County, 34%, Lafayette County, 32%, 

Hamilton County, 16%, and Madison County, 1%. 

Figure 35. Food Insecurity Rates, by Residence County 

 

When comparing 2024 to 2020 data, the percentage of households receiving SNAP benefits 

decreased for all counties except for Jefferson County. Jefferson County increased by 82%. 

Decreases among the four counties were 3% for Suwannee County, 8% for Madison County, 

12% for Hamilton County, and 15% for Lafayette County. 
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Figure 36. Percentage of Households Receiving SNAP Benefits, by Residence County 

 

Figure 37 provides the percentage of households receiving SNAP benefits by census tract. The 

darker colors denote higher percentages for that county. In Jefferson County, the census tract 

with the highest percentage of households receiving SNAP benefits during 2020-2024 was 

2501.03, Monticello. Approximately 45% of households in that census tract received SNAP 

benefits. In Madison County, census tract 1103.02 had the highest percent with 27.6%. This is 

the city of Madison. Census tract 9601.01 in Hamilton County had 59.6% of households receiving 

SNAP benefits. The town of Jasper is located in census tract 9601.01. The towns of Live Oak and 

White Springs in Suwannee County census tract 9703.04 had 25.3% of households enrolled in 

SNAP benefits. The town of Mayo, located in Lafayette County census tract 9602.01, had 18.5% 

of households enrolled in SNAP benefits. 

Figure 37. Percentage of Households Receiving SNAP Benefits, by Census Tract 
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Economic Indicators Well Women  

The percentage of female head of household families living below 100% poverty for the combined 

years of 2020-2024 is shown below in Figure 38. The census tracts with the highest percentages 

of female head of households living in poverty are consistent with the census tracts for families 

living below poverty levels; however, the percentages of female head of households living below 

poverty are generally higher. 

Figure 38. Female HOH Families Living Below Poverty Level, by Census Tract  

2020-2024 

 

Table 25 is a comparison of families living below poverty level to female head of household 

families living below poverty level by census tract for each of the five counties. Census tracts with 

the highest female HOH families living below poverty level include 9601.01, 88.2%. 2501.04, 

80.7%, 9602.02, 42.4%, 1103.02, 56.3%, and 9702, 58.3%. 
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Table 25. Comparison of Families Living in Poverty to Female HOH Families Living in 

Poverty, 2020-2024, by Census Tract 

 

Economic Indicators Growing Well  

Figure 39 below includes trend lines for the percent of children ages 0-17 living in poverty between 

2015 and 2024. Jefferson and Lafayette Counties show a net increase in the percentage of 

children living below poverty level during the time frame, with Jefferson County experiencing a 

40.1% increase. The remaining three counties show a net decrease, with Hamilton County 

experiencing a 56.2% decrease, Suwannee had a 50.9% decrease, and Madison showed a 

10.7% decrease. 

Figure 39. Percent of Children Living Below Poverty Level Ages 0-17 

 

Figures 40 and 41 depict the percent of Elementary and Middle School students who were 

determined to be eligible for free or reduced lunch. For elementary students, the percentage of 
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students eligible for free or reduced lunch increased in all counties except for Madison County. 

For middle school students, the percentages increased in Hamilton, Lafayette, and Madison 

Counties. 

Figure 40. Percent of Elementary School Students Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch 

 

Figure 41. Percent of Middle School Students Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch 

 

 

Economic Indicators - Aging Well  

The graphs in Figure 42 are trend lines for the percentage of population ages 65+ who were 

employed between 2015 and 2024. The percentage of population ages 65+ who were employed 

during 2015-2024 increased in Lafayette and Madison Counties. 
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Figure 42. Employed Persons, Percent of Population Ages 65+ 

 

 

The median household income for ages 65+ increased in all five counties when comparing 2024 

to 2021. Median income increased by 20.7% in Hamilton County, 15.6% in Jefferson County, 

18.3% in Lafayette County, 22.0% in Madison County, and 7.0% in Suwannee County. Jefferson 

County had the highest median income for ages 65+; however, median income for ages 65+ for 

the whole state was higher by $8,613. 

Table 26. Median Household Income by Residence County, Ages 65+ 

County  2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Hamilton $34,353 $34,810 $40,682 $40,417 $41,463 

Jefferson $42,204 $43,142 $48,487 $44,261 $48,784 

Lafayette $34,972 $35,883 $38,326 $41,727 $41,382 

Madison $33,836 $37,517 $39,747 $44,842 $42,292 

Suwannee $36,527 $34,593 $38,673 $39,570 $39,074 

Florida $46,182 $49,257 $53,384 $56,005 $57,397 

 

The percentage of individuals ages 65+ living below poverty level increased between 2015 and 

2024 for all counties except for Madison County. Jefferson County experienced a 198% increase 

during the time period, followed by Hamilton County, 35%, Lafayette County, 24%, and Suwannee 

County, 15%. The percent of individuals ages 65+ living below poverty level decreased by 5% in 

Madison County. 
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Figure 43. Population Ages 65+ Below 100% Poverty Level 

 

The percentage of households receiving SNAP benefits with at least one person ages 60+ 

increased for all five counties, when comparing 2024 to 2015. Percentage increases ranged from 

4% in Suwannee County to 129% in Lafayette County.  

Figure 44. Number of Households With >=1 Person Ages 60+ Receiving SNAP Benefits 

 

The percentage of individual grandparents responsible for minor grandchildren ages 0-17 

decreased between 2015 and 2024 for all counties except Madison County, which shows no 

decrease or increase. Note that the percent of grandparents caring for minor grandchildren stayed 

below 6% in all counties during the time frame. 
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Figure 45. Percentage of Grandparents Responsible for Minor Grandchildren Ages 0-17 

 

Education  

Education is important for health outcomes because it affects people's ability to make informed 

decisions about their health. Lower educational attainment is often linked to higher rates of chronic 

diseases such as diabetes and heart disease, reduced access to healthcare and preventive 

services, increased risk of unemployment and poverty, poorer health literacy and difficulty 

navigating healthcare systems, and shorter life expectancy. 

Table 27 shows the percentage of population ages 25 and older with a high school diploma. Data 

are not available by race/ethnicity or gender. Note that Madison and Suwannee Counties had a 

decrease in the percentage of population with a high school diploma. All five counties showed 

less than 50% of the population ages 25+ had a high school diploma in 2024. 

Table 27. Percent of Population with a High School Diploma, Ages 25+ 

 Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 

2018 44.0 33.3 40.8 38.1 39.3 

2019 45.4 34.7 38.9 39.7 38.9 

2020 46.4 34.5 41.9 37.0 41.2 

2021 45.7 34.7 42.6 36.8 40.6 

2022 44.1 37.2 50.5 35.7 40.5 

2023 41.5 38.7 48.4 36.4 40.4 

2024 44.2 39.6 49.3 35.2 39.0 

% Change 2018-2024 0.5% 18.9% 20.8% -7.6% -0.8% 
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Figure 46 shows percent of population ages 25+ with a high school diploma by census tract for 

the combined years of 2020-2024. Census tracts with the highest percent of population with a 

high school diploma include tract 9601.03 in Hamilton County, 57.3%, tract 2502 in Jefferson 

County, 43.6%, tract 9602.02 in Lafayette County, 55.2%, tract 1102 in Madison County, 39.9%, 

and tract 9703.04 in Suwannee County, 47.1% 

Figure 46. Percentage of Population Ages 25+ With a High School Diploma 

 by Census Tract,2020-2024 Combined 

 

Tables 28-31 show the percentage of county population ages 25+ with a bachelorôs degree or 

higher for all residents, and by race/ethnicity. All five counties have lower percentages of residents 

with a bachelorôs degree or higher compared to the state as a whole. In 2024, 34.1% of Floridians 

ages 25+ had a bachelorôs degree or higher. Jefferson and Lafayette Counties had decreases in 

the percent of population with a bachelorôs degree or higher when comparing 2024 to 2018. 

Table 28. Percent of Population Ages 25+ with a Bachelorôs Degree or Higher  

All Residents 

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 9.3 22.0 15.8 13.8 14.7 
2019 7.9 22.3 11.8 14.0 15.5 
2020 8.2 23.3 9.3 13.8 15.7 
2021 9.0 21.5 7.3 13.1 16.0 
2022 9.2 19.5 8.1 13.0 15.9 
2023 11.2 18.8 7.9 12.5 16.4 
2024 11.0 19.2 9.9 13.9 16.7 

% Change 2018-2024 18% -13% -37% 1% 14% 
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The tables below show that the percentages of White residents ages 25+ with a bachelor's degree 

or higher were higher than percentages for Black and Hispanic residents. Note that Jefferson 

County experienced a decrease in the percentage of residents ages 25+ with a bachelorôs degree 

or higher for all races and ethnicities. 

Table 29. Percent of Population Ages 25+ with a Bachelorôs Degree or Higher 

White Residents 

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 11.6 28.3 19.6 18.1 14.9 
2019 10.2 29.0 13.4 19.2 15.8 
2020 10.9 30.5 10.4 18 16.8 
2021 11.8 27.6 8.5 16.4 16.4 
2022 12.2 26.0 8.8 16.3 17.1 
2023 14.5 24.2 9.5 14.1 17.5 
2024 14.7 23.9 11.9 15.4 17.3 

% Change 2018-2024 27% -16% -39% -15% 16% 
 

Note that 23.2% of Black residents aged 25+ in Florida had a bachelorôs degree or higher in 2024. 

This is more than twice the percentages of Black residents in the five counties. Lafayette County 

had a 333% increase in the percent of Black residents ages 25+ with a bachelorôs degree or 

higher when comparing 2024 to 2018. 

Table 30. Percent of Population Ages 25+ with a Bachelorôs Degree or Higher  

Black Residents 

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 4.6 8.2 0.6 7.4 7.6 
2019 4.0 7.0 0.9 6.3 8.5 
2020 3.4 8.2 5.2 7.5 4.3 
2021 2.8 7.5 4.7 7.9 5.4 
2022 2.9 6.1 4.4 6.8 5.7 
2023 3.9 6.2 2.6 8.7 5.2 
2024 5.1 7.1 2.6 10.0 6.7 

% Change 2018-2024 11% -24% 333% 18% -32% 
 

Statewide, 29.2% of Hispanic residents ages 25+ had a bachelorôs degree or higher in 2024. All 

counties had an increase in the percent of Hispanic residents with a bachelorôs degree or higher 

between 2018 and 2024. Suwannee County had an increase of 241% when comparing 2024 to 

2018 data. 
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Table 31. Percent of Population Ages 25+ with a Bachelorôs Degree or Higher  

Hispanic Residents 

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 11.2 12.7 30.0 10.5 6.3 
2019 5.5 7.9 25.5 15.9 9.1 
2020 13.6 4.9 21.5 22.4 13.1 
2021 13.5 5.7 3.0 18.7 15.7 
2022 12.0 4.0 7.9 22.2 18.7 
2023 12.0 8.6 1.5 9.1 23.0 
2024 6.7 9.0 5.5 11.4 21.5 

% Change 2018-2024 -40% -29% -82% 9% 241% 
 

Education Indicators - Growing Well  

Figures 47 and 48 show early childhood education program enrollment, which are important to 

ensure readiness for kindergarten. The Early Steps Program serves infants and toddlers under 

three years of age who have developmental delays or an established condition likely to result in 

a developmental delay. Examples of these conditions are autism spectrum disorder, cerebral 

palsy, Down syndrome, deafness and hard of hearing and visual impairment. 

Note that the percentage of children served by Early Steps has declined for all five counties. There 

have been no noted changes to the program eligibility. There have been decreases in the 

population aged 0-19 for Hamilton, Lafayette, and Madison Counties, which may account for 

some of the decrease in children served.   

Figure 47. Percent of Children <3 Served by Early Steps 

 

The voluntary pre-kindergarten (VPK) education program is a free educational program designed 

to help prepare children for kindergarten. Eligible children live in Florida and are four years of age 

on or before September 1 of the year the student will be enrolled.  
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When comparing 2024 to 2022, the percent of VPK students funded by the VPK Voluntary 

Education Program decreased for Jefferson and Lafayette Counties and increased for Madison 

and Suwannee Counties. Hamilton County had no net change. 

Figure 48. Percent of Full-time VPK Students Funded by the VPK Education Program 

 

Figure 49 shows the number of children with disabilities receiving pre-kindergarten for each 

county. Note that there is no data reported for Jefferson County after 2020. All counties except 

Madison County were serving more disabled children in the 2024-25 school year than in the 2015-

16 school year. 

Figure 49. Number of Disabled Children Receiving Pre-Kindergarten Services 

 

Table 32 shows the percentage of children determined to be ready for kindergarten. Readiness 

is defined as the percentage of kindergarten students who score 690+ on the Florida Assessment 
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of Student Thinking (FAST) Star Early Literacy. State law requires screening for all public-school 

kindergarten students within the first 30 days of the school year. 

Note that the percentage of children ready for kindergarten decreased for all five counties and the 

state of Florida, when comparing school year 2024-2025 to 2020-2021. This may be related to 

the decrease in the percentage of children served by Early Steps and in the percentage of children 

receiving VPK services. Jefferson County had the lowest percentage of children determined to be 

ready for kindergarten in the state during the 2024-2025 school year. 

Table 32. Percent of Children Ready for Kindergarten 

County  2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Hamilton 43.2 32.1 50.9 37.1 37.0 

Jefferson 32.3 19.2 36.8 26.4 13.0 

Lafayette 53.1 51.9 36.8 38.0 38.0 

Madison 64.0 37.7 46.0 52.4 40.0 

Suwannee 48.4 43.8 37.5 44.5 46.0 

Florida 56.9 50.0 49.2 51.0 44.0 

 

Tables 33 and 34 show the percentage third grade students with a passing Florida Standards 

Assessment (FSA) score in English and Mathematics. When comparing school year 2024-2025 

to 2020-2021, only Madison County had a decrease in the percent of third grade students with a 

passing FSA English score. Lafayette and Suwannee Counties had higher percentages of 

students with a passing English score than the state of Florida combined. 

Table 33. Percent of Third Grade Students with a Passing FSA English Score 

County  2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Hamilton 34.0 31.0 37.0 52.0 55.0 

Jefferson 28.0 19.0 22.0 37.0 47.0 

Lafayette 63.0 51.0 59.0 67.0 65.0 

Madison 44.0 39.0 41.0 52.0 43.0 

Suwannee 53.0 50.0 50.0 46.0 60.0 

Florida 54.0 53.0 50.0 55.0 57.0 

 

When comparing school year 2024-2025 to 2020-2021, only Lafayette County had a decrease in 

the percentage of students with a passing FSA math score. However, the percentage of students 

with a passing math score was still higher for Lafayette County than the state of Florida. Jefferson 

and Suwannee Counties also had higher percentages for passing math scores than Florida. 
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Table 34. Percent of Third Grade Students with a Passing FSA Math Score 

County  2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

Hamilton 56.0 41.0 47.0 52.0 57.0 

Jefferson 43.0 51.0 37.0 62.0 60.0 

Lafayette 77.0 73.0 65.0 65.0 73.0 

Madison 44.0 36.0 46.0 46.0 54.0 

Suwannee 52.0 60.0 57.0 57.0 68.0 

Florida 51.0 58.0 59.0 60.0 63.0 

 

Data for Middle School students not promoted to a higher grade includes gaps for all five counties. 

No data for Jefferson County were reported during 2018-2022. Lafayette County shows 2016 as 

the only school year with students not promoted. Hamilton, Madison and Suwannee Counties had 

at least one year with a zero-value reported. These zero values may mean that no students were 

held back during that school year, or that data were not reported for that school year. 

Figure 50. Middle School Students Not Promoted 

 

High School graduation rates increased in all five counties between 2015 and 2024. Madison, 

Suwannee and Hamilton Counties all had graduation rates slightly below that of Florida. Jefferson 

and Lafayette Counties had a higher graduation rate than the state. 
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Figure 51. High School Graduation Rates 

 

 

Education Indicators  - Aging Well  

Table 35 lists the percent of population ages 65+ with a high school education for all five counties. 

Percentages decreased between 2018 and 2024 for Hamilton and Madison Counties. 

 

Table 35. Percent of Population Ages 65+ with a High School Education 

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 47.4 29.2 32.9 33.5 40.1 
2019 49.3 29.8 34.1 38.3 40.5 
2020 46.9 30.0 46.1 37.1 42.9 
2021 45.0 31.8 46.9 35.1 43.9 
2022 45.0 36.5 52.9 35.0 42.3 
2023 43.1 39.2 51.4 36.4 42.5 
2024 45.4 37.0 52.6 33.3 41.4 

% Change 2018-2024 -4.2% 26.7% 59.9% -0.6% 3.2% 
 

The percentages of population ages 65+ with an Associateôs Degree significantly increased in 

Hamilton, Lafayette, and Suwannee Counties when comparing 2024 to 2018. The percentages 

decreased in Jefferson and Madison Counties. 
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Table 36. Percent of Population Ages 65+ with an Associateôs Degree  

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 4.4 8.7 1.8 8.7 7.1 
2019 4.0 6.3 3.1 9.5 6.4 
2020 6.9 5.7 7.7 8.3 4.6 
2021 8.5 6.3 9.0 9.4 4.6 
2022 7.8 6.6 7.7 7.2 5.9 
2023 7.7 7.0 7.6 9.0 7.2 
2024 9.2 6.6 8.8 6.1 8.5 

% Change 2018-2024 109.1% -24.1% 388.9% -29.9% 19.7% 
 

The percentage of population ages 65+ with a bachelorôs degree decreased for all counties except 

Hamilton County when comparing 2024 to 2018. 

Table 37. Percent of Population Ages 65+ with a Bachelorôs Degree  

Year Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 
2018 9.2 13.1 10.5 11.4 10.4 
2019 6.7 13.5 7.1 8.7 9.2 
2020 6.3 16.4 4.3 7.1 7.7 
2021 8.6 16.3 4.4 7.9 9.4 
2022 8.3 14.5 5.4 6.5 9.3 
2023 11.4 9.7 4.0 6.0 8.8 
2024 9.5 10.6 7.2 8.1 8.6 

% Change 2018-2024 3.3% -19.1% -31.4% -28.9% -17.3% 
 

Neighborhood and Built Environment  

Neighborhood and built environment indicators include housing, transportation, walkability, 

access to healthy foods, environmental exposures, and safety and violence. All of these can 

impact health outcomes. Linked impacts to health outcomes are listed below. 

¶ Substandard housing conditions can result in respiratory illnesses, infectious diseases, 

injuries and mental health issues. 

¶ Reliable transportation impacts access to healthcare services, employment, education and 

healthy food sources. 

¶ Communities with sidewalks, bike lanes, parks and recreational facilities encourage physical 

activity, leading to improved health. 

¶ Neighborhoods with limited access to healthy food options tend to have higher rates of 

obesity, diabetes and other chronic diseases. 

¶ Exposure to environmental hazards such as air and water contaminants have negative 

impacts on health. 

¶ Neighborhoods with high crime rates increase the risk of injuries, reduce outdoor physical 

activities, and contribute to stress and anxiety. 



 

  59 

 

Table 38 describes the 2024 housing unit characteristics for all five counties. The majority of 

housing units were owner-occupied in 2024. The median owner-occupied housing unit values in 

all five counties were significantly below the state median value of $359,000. The majority of 

housing units in the five counties were built during 1980-1999. 

Table 38. Housing Unit Characteristics 2024 

 

Table 39 lists housing unit indicators for 2024. The percent of housing units that were mobile 

homes exceeded the statewide average of 8% for Florida. There were high percentages of rental 

units that cost more than 30% of the renterôs income. 

Jefferson County had 11.1% of housing units with no vehicles, which is almost double the 

percentage of housing units with no vehicles in the other four counties. Jefferson and Madison 

Counties also had the lowest percentages of households with access to broadband. 

Table 39. Housing Unit Indicators 2024 

 

These five rural counties have low percentages of population living within ½ mile of fast food and 

within ½ mile of healthy food sources. Between 4-6% of the five-county population lived within ½ 

mile of a park. 
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Table 40. Housing Health Indicators 2024 

 

Table 41 shows the means that working residents used to get to work in 2024. Most working 

residents drove their own vehicle or carpooled with someone. The percentages of workers using 

public transportation to get to work show that public transportation options are limited or non-

existent. 

Table 41. Transportation to Work Indicators, 2024 

 

Social and Community Context  

Racial Segregation  

Research has shown that higher levels of residential segregation are associated with poorer 

health outcomes, including disparities in access to healthcare, chronic disease, and mortality. 

Racial residential segregation is associated with unequal access to health care resources, 

including health care settings and quality of treatment. Racial residential segregation as measured 

through the Dissimilarity Index, the differential distribution of individuals by race or other social or 

income factors. When the Racial Residential Segregation Index is less than 0.3 the countyôs 

population is ñwell integratedò. Values between 0.3 and 0.6 indicate the countyôs population is 

ñmoderately segregatedò. Values above 0.6 indicate the countyôs population is ñvery segregated.ò 

Figure 52 shows the Index of Racial Residential Segregation for the five counties over five years. 

Hamilton County became slightly more segregated in 2024. Jefferson and Madison Counties 

remained consistent at 0.3 and 0.4 respectively. Lafayette and Suwannee Counties showed a 

decrease in the index of racial residential segregation in 2024. 
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Figure 52. Index of Racial Residential Segregation, 2020-2024 

 

Incarceration  

Incarceration rates are a social determinant that impacts health. Higher incarceration rates are 

often associated with communities experiencing greater socioeconomic challenges, including 

poverty, unemployment, limited educational opportunities, and poorer health outcomes. Overall, 

incarceration and recidivism can negatively impact the wellïbeing of communities and individuals.  

Figure 53 shows the incarceration rates per 1,000 population. Incarceration can be either jail or 

prison. All five counties had a decrease in incarceration rates in 2025. Lafayette and Madison 

Counties had 2025 incarceration rates lower than the 2.5 per 1,000 rate for Florida. 

Figure 53. Incarceration Rates Per 1,000 Population, by Residence County 

 

The trend graph in Figure 54 shows numbers of prison inmate admissions, for ages 19+, by their 

residence county prior to incarceration.  
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Figure 54. Number of Inmate Admissions, Ages 19+, 2016-2025 

 

Crime Trends  

Drug related arrest data are located in the social and behavioral health section of this assessment. 

A more detailed analysis of violent crime is located in the injury and violence section. Figure 55 

shows numbers of arrests for index crimes by residence county. Index crimes include murder, 

rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. Note that these are 

arrest data and not conviction data. All five counties had a decrease in the number of annual 

index crime arrests between 2015 and 2024. Note that all counties except Madison had an uptick 

in arrests in 2024. 

Figure 55. Index Crime Arrests, 2015-2024, by Residence County 
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Crime Indicators  - Growing Well  

Abuse" means any willful act or threatened act that results in any physical, mental, or sexual injury 

or harm that causes or is likely to cause the child's physical, mental, or emotional health to be 

significantly impaired. Abuse of a child includes acts or omissions. 

Figure 56 shows the reported number of children ages 5-11 who experienced child abuse, as 

described in the paragraph above. Jefferson County had an increase of 25% in the number of 

children experiencing child abuse when comparing 2024 to 2015. The remaining four counties all 

had significant decreases. 

Figure 56. Children Experiencing Child Abuse, Ages 5-11, 2015-2024 

 

The reported number of children experiencing sexual violence is listed below in Table 42. All 

counties had one or more years with no reports of child sexual violence. Totals are shown for two 

ten-year periods, and an overall total. 

Table 42. Children Experiencing Sexual Violence, Ages 5-11, 2005-2024 

County  2005-2014 2015-2024 Total  

Hamilton 7 8 15 

Jefferson 7 11 18 

Lafayette 6 2 8 

Madison 10 2 12 

Suwannee 45 35 80 
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Youth arrests for ages 10-17, have been collected since 2017 and are reported below in Figure 

57. Note these are arrests and not convictions. Jefferson and Lafayette Counties experienced an 

increase in the number of youths arrested when comparing 2024 to 2017. 

Figure 57. Number of Youths Arrested, Ages 10-17, By Calendar Year 

 

Significant Findings  

Access to Care  

¶ Pediatricians, OB/GYN, Family Practice and Internal Medicine physicians continue to be a 

need among all five counties. Negative birth and post-natal outcomes for the region are linked 

to the lack of access to prenatal care and pediatric care. 

¶ Behavioral health and substance use services continue to be underserved in the five-county 

area. Hamilton and Lafayette Counties have the least access to mental health providers. 

¶ Dental services are an issue in the five counties. Medicaid reimbursement and patient no-

show rates are among the reasons that public health dental services have declined. The need 

for dentists is highest in Suwannee County. 

¶ Jefferson County had a 94.7% increase in the percentage of households without a vehicle 

during 2020-2024. Lafayette County had a 27% increase during the time frame. 

¶ Only 77.1% of Madison County households, and 75.4% of Jefferson County households have 

access to broadband internet. 

¶ More than half of 2024 births in Hamilton, Madison and Suwannee Counties were covered by 

Medicaid. 

¶ Hamilton County showed an increase in the percent of children ages 0-18 without health 

insurance in 2024. 

¶ All five counties had an increase in the number of adults aged 65+ that enrolled in Medicaid. 
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Economic Factors  

¶ 2024 median income was lowest for Black, non-Hispanic residents in all counties except 

Lafayette County. Median income for Black, non-Hispanic residents in Lafayette County was 

not reported due to the low population. 

¶ All five counties had a higher percentage of unemployed residents in 2024, compared to 

Floridaôs percentage of 4.8%. Lafayette County had the highest percentage of unemployed in 

2024, at 10.9%. Madison County had the lowest percentage of unemployed, at 5.8%. 

¶ Jefferson County had an increase in the percentage of individuals living below poverty level. 

The increase applied to White, Black and Hispanic residents. 

¶ Census tracts with the highest female HOH families living below poverty level include 9601.01, 

88.2%. 2501.04, 80.7%, 9602.02, 42.4%, 1103.02, 56.3%, and 9702, 58.3%. 

¶ Jefferson and Lafayette Counties show a net increase in the percentage of children living 

below poverty level during 2015-2024, with Jefferson County experiencing a 40.1% increase. 

¶ The percent of population ages 65+ living below poverty level increased in four of the five 

counties. Jefferson County experienced a 198% increase during 2015-2024, followed by 

Hamilton County, 35%, Lafayette County, 24%, and Suwannee County, 15%. The percent of 

individuals ages 65+ living below poverty level decreased by 5% in Madison County. 

¶ All five counties had an increase in food insecurity rates. Suwannee County experienced a 

36% increase, followed by Jefferson County, 34%, Lafayette County, 32%, Hamilton County, 

16%, and Madison County, 1%. 

¶ Jefferson County was the only county to show an increase in the percentage of households 

receiving SNAP benefits. 

Education  

¶ Less than 50% of population ages 25+ had a high school diploma in 2024 in all five counties. 

¶ The percentage of children served by Early Steps has declined for all five counties. 

¶ The percentage of children ready for kindergarten decreased for all five counties and the state 

of Florida, when comparing school year 2024-2025 to 2020-2021. 

¶ High School graduation rates increased in all five counties between 2015 and 2024. 

Housing  

¶ The median owner-occupied housing unit values in all five counties were significantly below 

the state median value of $359,000. 

¶ The five counties all had low percentages of population living within ½ mile of healthy food 

sources. Between 4-6% of the five-county population lived within ½ mile of a park. 
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Social and Community Context  

¶ All five counties had a decrease in adult incarceration rates in 2025. 

¶ Hamilton and Madison Counties had an increase in the number of inmate admissions, ages 

19+, when comparing 2016 to 2025. 

¶ Index crime arrests showed a net decrease in all five counties when comparing 2024 to 2015. 

Index crimes include murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and motor 

vehicle theft. 

¶ Jefferson County experienced an increase in the number of children experiencing child abuse 

when comparing 2024 to 2015. 

¶ Jefferson and Lafayette Counties had an increase in the number of youth arrests, ages 10-

17, when comparing 2024 to 2017. 
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 Chronic Diseases   
When looking across the five counties, the chronic disease indicators and causes of death data 

tell a clear and consistent story. Preventable chronic conditions continue to drive health outcomes 

in our communities, with cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, and related conditions 

remaining the leading causes of death across Jefferson, Madison, Lafayette, Hamilton, and 

Suwannee Counties. These patterns are not new or isolated. They reflect long-standing health 

challenges that continue to affect individuals, families, and the healthcare system as a whole. 

Table 43. Leading Causes of Death for 2024 and 2025, Regional Catchment Area 

Causes of Death All Five Counties 
2024 

Deaths 
2025  

Deaths 
Total 

Deaths 
Heart Diseases (I00-I09,I11,I13,I20-I51) 311 340 651 
Other Causes of Death 291 305 596 
Malignant Neoplasm (Cancer) (C00-C97) 287 283 570 
Cerebrovascular Diseases (I60-I69) 98 98 196 

Unintentional Injury (V01-X59,Y85-Y86) 90 87 177 
Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases (J40-
J42,J43,J44,J45-J46,J47) 

86 86 172 

Diabetes Mellitus (E10-E14) 53 66 119 
Essential Hypertension and Hypertensive Renal Disease 
(I10,I12,I15) 

41 54 95 

Influenza and Pneumonia (J09-J11,J12-J18) 24 20 44 
Suicide (U03,X60-X84,Y87.0) 15 28 43 

 

Cardiovascular Disease  

Cardiovascular Diseases are listed below in two categories. The category heart diseases includes 

coronary heart disease, heart attack, and heart failure. Blood vessel diseases include 

hypertension, cerebrovascular disease and stroke. 

Heart Diseases  

Heart disease refers to conditions that affect the structure and function of the heart. These 

conditions include coronary artery disease, heart failure, heart rhythm disorders, and other 

diseases that can interfere with the heartôs ability to pump blood effectively. 

Heart disease death rates remained elevated throughout the five-county area. In 2022ï2024, 

Madison County reported the highest death rate at 226.1, followed closely by Suwannee County 

at 223.8, compared with the Florida rate of 139.2. Madison County experienced a steady increase 

across all three reporting periods, while Floridaôs rate declined over the same period. 

Figure 58 illustrates heart disease death rates for the five-county area. In 2022ï2024, Madison 

County had the highest heart disease death rate at 226.1, followed closely by Suwannee County 
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at 223.8, compared with Floridaôs rate of 139.2. Madison Countyôs rate increased across each 

period, while the statewide rate declined from 148.9 in 2016ï2018 to 139.2 in 2022ï2024. 

Figure 58. Heart Disease Death Rates per 100,000 Population, by Resident County 

 

Myocardial Infarction 

Acute Myocardial Infarction, or heart attack, occurs when blood flow to part of the heart is blocked. 

A heart attack occurs when a clot in the coronary artery blocks the supply of blood and oxygen to 

the heart. 

Myocardial infarction (heart attack) mortality rates declined across most of the counties over the 

reporting periods. However, rates in all five counties remained higher than the state. Lafayette 

and Suwannee counties experienced the highest mortality rates despite improvements over time, 

while Hamilton and Jefferson showed the greatest declines. Madison County experienced an 

increase in the 2019-2021 reporting period before improving in the most recent period, although 

its rate also remained above the state average. 

Figure 59 displays age-adjusted myocardial infarction (heart attack) death rates for the five-county 

area. Lafayette and Suwannee counties reported the highest heart attack death rates throughout 

the reporting periods, while Hamilton and Jefferson experienced the largest declines. Despite 

overall improvement, all counties remained above the Florida rate in 2022ï2024. 
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Figure 59. Death Rates from Myocardial Infarction (Heart Attack) per 100,000 

Population, by Resident County 

 

Heart Failure 

Heart failure is a chronic condition that occurs when the heart is unable to pump enough blood to 

meet the bodyôs needs. It can develop as a result of conditions that weaken or damage the heart, 

including coronary artery disease, high blood pressure, previous heart attack, and other 

cardiovascular conditions. 

Heart failure death rates are an important concern across the five-county area, with notable 

differences in trends among counties. Madison County demonstrated a persistent upward trend, 

while other counties experienced either fluctuations or declines over time. 

Figure 60 illustrates heart failure death rates across the five-county area. Madison County 

experienced the highest rates across all three reporting periods. Madison Countyôs rate increased 

steadily from 36.8 in 2016ï2018 to 52.2 in 2022ï2024, more than four times the Florida rate of 

12.8 in the most recent period. Hamilton and Suwannee counties also remained above the state 

rate. 
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Figure 60. Death Rates from Heart Failure 

 

 

Ambulatory care hospitalization rates for congestive heart failure among adults ages 0ï64 

exceeded the Florida rate across the five-county area. While several counties experienced 

declines over time, the overall pattern shows continued burden across the counties. 

Figure 61 illustrates ambulatory care congestive heart failure hospitalization rates among adults 

ages 0ï64. In 2022ï2024, Suwannee County reported the highest rate at 32.3, followed by 

Madison County at 18.4, compared with the Florida rate of 7.5. Suwannee County experienced a 

substantial increase in the most recent reporting period, while other counties showed declines. 

Figure 61. Ambulatory Care Congestive Heart Failure Hospitalizations 

 

Heart failure hospitalization rates remained elevated across much of the five-county area, 

although trends varied by county. Suwannee and Hamilton counties experienced an increase in 

hospitalizations in 2022ï2024, while Madison County showed a gradual decline over the three 

reporting periods. 
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Figure 62 illustrates hospitalization rates from heart failure. In 2022ï2024, Suwannee County had 

the highest heart failure hospitalization rate at 2,235.5, followed by Hamilton County at 2,020.7. 

Jefferson (1,604.1) and Lafayette (1,454.9) also remained above the Florida rate of 1,424.8. 

Madison County was the only county below the state rate in the most recent period, declining to 

1,172.2 despite an increase in the Florida rate over time. 

Figure 62. Hospitalization Rates from Heart Failure 

 

Blood Vessel Diseases  

Hypertension 

Hypertension, or high blood pressure, occurs when the force of blood against the walls of the 

arteries remains consistently elevated. Over time, uncontrolled hypertension can damage blood 

vessels and place added strain on the heart, increasing the risk of heart disease, heart attack, 

stroke, and other serious health complications. 

Hypertension hospitalization trends varied across the five-county area. Madison County 

experienced a substantial decline, while the Florida rate increased. Suwannee and Hamilton 

County were the highest-rate counties in the most recent period. 

Figure 63 illustrates hypertension hospitalization rates. In 2022ï2024, Suwannee and Hamilton 

counties recorded the highest hypertension hospitalization rates at 515.7 and 465.7, compared 

with Floridaôs rate of 329.0. Madison County showed the greatest improvement, declining from 

365.2 in 2016ï2018 to 254.5 in 2022ï2024. 

  



 

  72 

 

Figure 63. Hypertension Hospitalization Rates 

 

In 2022ï2024, four of the five counties reported hypertension-related emergency room visit rates 

above the Florida rate of 452.9. Madison County remained the highest at more than twice the 

state rate, despite improving in 2016ï2018. Lafayette County was the only county below the state 

rate at 304.9. 

Hypertension-related emergency room rates remained particularly high in Madison County, with 

a 2022ï2024 rate of 1,050.8 compared with 452.9 statewide. Although Madison improved from 

its 2016ï2018 rate of 1,281.1, its most recent rate remained more than twice the Florida rate. 

Figure 64. Emergency Room Visits for Hypertension 

 

Among adults ages 0ï64, ambulatory care sensitive hospitalizations for hypertension declined in 

several counties from 2016ï2018 to 2022ï2024. Madison County decreased and remained below 

the Florida rate, while Hamilton and Suwannee increased in the most recent period. 

Figure 65 illustrates ambulatory care sensitive hospitalization from hypertension for ages 0-64. In 

2022ï2024, Hamilton County had the highest rate at 9.3, followed by Suwannee County at 6.6, 
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both above Floridaôs rate of 3.5. Madison County remained comparatively low at 2.3 after 

declining from 10.7 in 2016ï2018. 

Figure 65. Ambulatory Care Sensitive Hospitalization from Hypertension Ages 0-64 

 

Stroke 

Stroke occurs when blood flow to part of the brain is interrupted or reduced, preventing brain 

tissue from receiving enough oxygen and nutrients. This can happen because of a blocked blood 

vessel or bleeding in the brain. Stroke death rates increased in most counties over the reporting 

periods. In 2022ï2024, Hamilton County had the highest rate at 67.9, followed closely by 

Suwannee at 67.2 and Madison at 60.9, all notably above the Florida rate of 46.0. Jefferson and 

Lafayette also remained near or slightly above the state rate. 

Figure 66 illustrates deaths due to stroke. In 2022ï2024, stroke death rates were highest in 

Hamilton (67.9), Suwannee (67.2), and Madison (60.9), compared with the Florida rate of 46.0. 

Madison Countyôs rate increased steadily across all three reporting periods, rising from 50.8 in 

2016ï2018 to 60.9 in 2022ï2024. 

Figure 66. Stroke Death Rates 
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Stroke hospitalization trends varied across the five counties. In 2022ï2024, Hamilton County had 

the highest rate, followed by Suwannee and Jefferson. Madison County increased in  2022ï2024 

but remained slightly below the state rate, while Lafayette declined. 

Figure 67 illustrates stroke hospitalizations for the five counties. In 2022ï2024, stroke 

hospitalization rates were highest in Hamilton County at 335.2 and Suwannee County at 317.4, 

compared with Floridaôs rate of 242.4. Madison County increased from 195.8 in 2016ï2018 to 

237.7 in 2022ï2024, remaining just below the state rate, while Lafayette showed the largest 

decline to 169.0. 

Figure 67. Stroke Hospitalizations 

 

Cancer  

Cancer death rates per 100,000 population were consistently higher than the state of Florida 

except for Jefferson County during the most recent time period. All five counties had higher cancer 

death rates than Florida during 2016-2018 and 2019-2021. 

Figure 68. Cancer Death Rates per 100,000 Population, by Residence County 
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Lung cancer was the leading cause of cancer deaths during 2024 for all counties except Madison 

County. Breast cancer was the leading cause of cancer deaths in Madison County and the second 

highest cause of cancer deaths among three of the remaining four counties. Pancreatic cancer 

also had high death rates in 2024 due to low survivability rates for pancreatic cancer, which was 

the second highest cause of cancer deaths in Lafayette County. Colorectal cancer was the fourth 

highest cause of cancer deaths among four of the five counties. Colorectal cancer ranked third in 

Hamilton County. 

Figure 69. 2024 Cancer Death Rates, by Type of Cancer 

 

Similar to cancer deaths, cancer incidence rates were highest for breast cancer, lung cancer, and 

colorectal cancer. Prostate cancer incidence rates were higher among the five counties than 

pancreatic cancer. 

Table 44. 2023 Cancer Incidence Rates per 100,000 Population, by Residence County 

Cancer Type Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee Florida 

Bladder 12.1 14.6 32.9 10.3 19.4 17.9 

Brain/Central Nervous System 25.1 13.5 0.0 14.6 5.1 6.7 

Breast (females) 105.2 144.2 125.7 166.1 143.5 132.1 

Cervical 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.9 10.2 

Colorectal 59.0 51.5 27.3 66.1 49.6 37.4 

Esophageal 5.3 6.7 0.0 2.6 5.1 4.2 

Head and Neck Cancer 34.4 19.1 0.0 8.9 23.1 18.3 

Hodgkin's Disease 7.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 3.2 

Kidney/Renal/Pelvis 9.9 34.6 22.0 13.8 15.6 17.4 

Leukemia 10.5 21.3 17.1 12.2 19.7 16.8 

Lung 90.2 78.6 60.2 56.1 73.1 51.1 

Melanoma 19.2 10.3 9.1 12.6 20.8 28.5 

Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma 20.1 23.5 9.1 32.6 22.6 22.1 
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Cancer Type Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee Florida 

Oral 29.7 19.1 0.0 8.9 15.6 14.3 

Ovarian (females) 0.0 0.0 16.0 27.7 27.8 11.1 

Pancreatic 9.3 17.8 9.1 18.3 14.6 14.6 

Prostate (males) 114.0 105.7 50.0 190.8 82.0 111.6 

Stomach 4.0 3.1 0.0 9.4 5.2 6.7 

Uterine (females) 26.9 34.9 39.3 32.7 56.4 28.6 

Other rare gynecological 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.4 8.1 5.3 

 

It is worth noting that half of the cancer diagnoses happened at an advanced stage in three of the 

five counties during 2021-2023. Jefferson and Lafayette Counties had percentages of advanced 

stage cancer diagnoses slightly lower but still significant. 

Figure 70. Cancer at Advanced Stage When Diagnosed, Percent of Cancer Incidence 

 

Diabetes  

Diabetes death rates remained elevated across the five-county area, with all counties reporting 

rates above the Florida rate in the most recent reporting period. Rates fluctuated over time, with 

particularly notable increases in Lafayette and Madison counties in 2022ï2024. 

Figure 71 illustrates diabetes death rates by county of residence for the five rural counties. In 

2022ï2024, Lafayette County reported the highest rate at 41.9 deaths per 100,000 population, 

followed by Madison County at 37.7. Suwannee, Hamilton, and Jefferson counties reported rates 

of 33.1, 32.5, and 32.3, respectively. All five counties exceeded the Florida rate of 21.4. 
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Figure 71. Diabetes Death Rates 

 

Diabetes-related hospitalization rates varied considerably across the five-county area over the 

reporting periods. Suwannee County experienced a substantial increase in the most recent 

period, while Lafayette and Madison counties showed steady increases over time. Floridaôs 

hospitalization rate remained relatively stable. 

Figure 72 illustrates hospitalization rates from or with diabetes for the five rural counties. In 2022ï

2024, Suwannee County reported the highest rate at 346.0 hospitalizations per 100,000 

population, followed by Jefferson County at 266.8 and Hamilton County at 242.1. All three 

counties exceeded the Florida rate of 218.7. Lafayette and Madison counties reported lower rates 

of 152.3 and 179.3, respectively. 

Figure 72. Hospitalization Rates from Diabetes 

 

Ambulatory care sensitive hospitalization rates from diabetes among residents ages 0ï64 varied 

across the five-county area over the reporting periods. Suwannee County experienced a 

substantial increase in the most recent period, while Jefferson County remained above the Florida 

rate despite an overall decline from the earliest reporting period. Lafayette and Madison counties 

reported comparatively lower rates. 
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Figure 73 illustrates ambulatory care sensitive hospitalization rates from diabetes among 

residents ages 0ï64 across the five rural counties. In 2022ï2024, Suwannee County reported the 

highest rate at 232.1 hospitalizations per 100,000 population, followed by Jefferson County at 

169.1 and Hamilton County at 158.4. All three counties exceeded the Florida rate of 139.1. 

Madison and Lafayette counties reported lower rates of 92.2 and 39.1, respectively. 

Figure 73. Ambulatory Care Sensitive Hospitalization Rates from Diabetes Aged 0-64 

 

Diabetes-related emergency room visit rates varied across the five-county area over the reporting 

periods. Madison County consistently experienced the highest rates and increased further in the 

most recent period, while Jefferson County also remained well above the Florida rate. Hamilton 

and Suwannee counties declined from their earliest reporting periods but continued to exceed the 

state rate in 2022ï2024. Figure 74 illustrates emergency room visit rates due to diabetes for the 

five rural counties. In 2022ï2024, Madison County reported the highest rate at 527.4 visits per 

100,000 population, more than twice the Florida rate of 222.9. Jefferson County followed at 365.8, 

while Hamilton and Suwannee counties reported rates of 336.7 and 286.0, respectively. Lafayette 

County had the lowest rate at 168.2, remaining below the Florida rate. 

Figure 74. Emergency Room Visits Due to Diabetes
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Diabetes prevalence estimates from the Robert Wood Johnson foundation show that all five 

counties have higher diabetes prevalence rates than the state of Florida. Madison and Hamilton 

Counties were most affected. 

Figure 75. Diabetes Prevalence, RWJ Foundation 

 

Diabetes prevalence estimates from the Robert Wood Johnson foundation 

 

Alzheimerôs Disease 

Alzheimerôs disease is the most common type of dementia and is caused by progressive damage 

to nerve cells in the brain. It often begins with mild memory loss and gradually affects thinking, 

communication, and the ability to complete daily activities. As the disease progresses, individuals 

may eventually lose the ability to respond to their environment or care for themselves. Alzheimerôs 

disease is irreversible and currently has no cure.  

Alzheimerôs disease death rates varied among the counties across the three reporting periods. A 

few counties experienced notable fluctuations, with rates increasing in Hamilton and Lafayette 

counties, while Jefferson and Suwannee counties showed declines in the most recent reporting 

period. 

Figure 76 illustrates deaths from Alzheimerôs disease for the five rural counties. In 2022-2024, 

Lafayette County had the highest rate at 31 deaths per 100,000 population. Hamilton and Madison 

counties followed with 22 and 19. Lafayette and Hamilton counties had notable increases across 

the reporting periods. 
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Figure 76. Deaths from Alzheimerôs Disease 

 

Alzheimerôs related emergency department visit rates were generally low across the five-county 

area and remained below the Florida rate in most reporting periods. Rates fluctuated in several 

counties, with Jefferson and Suwannee showing declines in the most recent period after higher 

rates in earlier years. 

Figure 77 illustrates emergency department visit rates from Alzheimerôs disease across the five 

rural counties. In 2022ï2024, Jefferson County reported the highest rate at 2.8 visits per 100,000 

population, followed by Hamilton County at 1.5. Madison and Suwannee each reported rates of 

0.9, all below the Florida rate of 3.0. 

Figure 77. Emergency Department Visits from Alzheimerôs Disease 

 

 

Alzheimerôs disease hospitalization rates varied across the five-county area over the reporting 

periods. Most counties remained at or below the Florida rate, while Jefferson County experienced 

higher hospitalization rates. Hamilton and Lafayette counties showed declines over time, while 

Madison County increased in the most recent reporting period. 
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Figure 78 illustrates hospitalizations from Alzheimerôs disease for the five rural counties. In 2022ï

2024, Jefferson County reported the highest rate at 7 hospitalizations per 100,000 population, 

exceeding the Florida rate of 6. Madison County followed at 5, while Hamilton and Suwannee 

counties each reported rates of 2. 

Figure 78. Hospitalizations from Alzheimerôs Disease 

 

 

Chronic Diseases - Growing Well  

When reviewing childhood cancer incidence for ages 0-19, there are very few cases between 

2015 and 2022, the latest year data are available. Note that numbers of cancer diagnoses are not 

reported if that number is between one and ten. For that reason, only incidence rates are listed in 

Table 45 below. All counties had at least one cancer case diagnosed among children ages 0-19 

during 2015-2022. 

Hamilton County had diagnosed cancer cases among White and Hispanic children ages 0-19 

during 2015-2022. Jefferson County had diagnosed cases among White and Black children. 

Lafayette County had diagnosed cases among White and Hispanic children. Madison County had 

cancer cases diagnosed among Black children. Suwannee County had cancer cases diagnosed 

among White, Black and Hispanic children during the time frame. 

Table 45. Cancer Incidence Rates Per 100,000 Population, Ages 0-19 
 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Hamilton 0.0 31.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 32.2 64.7 0.0 
Jefferson 36.3 72.0 0.0 35.6 35.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Lafayette 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 58.8 
Madison 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.6 0.0 0.0 
Suwannee 19.2 29.2 0.0 38.5 28.3 0.0 38.1 29.2 
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 Chronic Diseases - Well Men  

Male myocardial infarction death rates were consistently higher than female rates across the five 

counties and Florida. Male death rates remained elevated in Suwannee County, which had the 

highest rate in the most recent period. Overall, both male and female rates declined in several 

counties over time, although they remained above the Florida average in most of the counties. 

Figure 79. Myocardial Infarction Death Rates for Males 

 

Among White non-Hispanic males, myocardial infarction death rates were generally higher than 

those among females. In 2022ï2024, Suwannee County had the highest rate at 58.8, followed by 

Lafayette County at 56.2 and Madison County at 48.5, compared with 24.9 statewide. Hamilton 

County showed a decline from 65.3 in 2016ï2018 to 26.4 in 2022ï2024, while Jefferson County 

remained relatively stable. 

Myocardial infarction death rates among Black non-Hispanic residents varied across the counties 

and reporting periods. Among Black, non-Hispanic males, Madison Countyôs 2022ï2024 rate was 

44.2 compared with 27.6 statewide. 
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Figure 80. Male Myocardial Infarction Death Rates by Race 

  

Although not pictured, myocardial infarction death rates among Hispanic residents varied 

considerably across the region. Suwannee County consistently showed elevated rates compared 

with Florida, while Madison County reported a notably high Hispanic male death rate during 2019ï

2021. 

Stroke death rates for males ages 20-64 during 2022-2024 were highest in Jefferson and Madison 

Counties, which exceeded the state death rate. There were no stroke deaths for males in this age 

group in Hamilton County during the time frame.  

Figure 81. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Males Ages 20-64 

 

Stroke death rates were higher among white males ages 20-64 than black males except in 

Jefferson County during 2022-2024. Lafayette County reported no stroke deaths among black 

males from 2016-2024. 
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Figure 82. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Males Ages 20-64, by Race 

  

Chronic Diseases - Well Women  

Female myocardial infarction death rates were consistently lower than male rates across the five 

counties and Florida. Female death rates were highest in Lafayette County. Overall, both male 

and female rates declined in several counties over time, although they remained above the Florida 

average in most of the counties. 

Figure 83. Myocardial Infarction Death Rates for Females 

 

Among White non-Hispanic females, Lafayette and Suwannee counties reported the highest 

recent myocardial infarction death rates at 45.6 and 47.7 deaths, respectively, compared with the 

Florida rate of 18.9. Madison County's rate was 30.0, also considerably higher than the state rate. 

Hamilton and Jefferson counties demonstrated substantial declines over the three reporting 

periods. 

Myocardial infarction death rates among Black non-Hispanic residents varied across the counties 

and reporting periods. In Madison County, female myocardial infarction death rates increased 

from 26.2 in 2016ï2018 to 37.9 in 2022ï2024, while the Florida rate declined from 27.1 to 22.1. 
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Figure 84. Female Deaths from Myocardial Infarction, by Race 

  

Stroke death rates among females ages 20-64 were higher in four of the five counties compared 

to Florida during 2022-2024. Only Madison County had a lower stroke death rate than Florida. 

Hamilton County had a stroke death rate that was disproportionately higher than the remaining 

four counties and the state. All counties except Suwannee County had high rates of stroke deaths 

among females ages 20-64 between 2016 and 2024. 

Figure 85. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Females Ages 20-64 

 

Stroke death rates were generally higher for white females ages 20-64 than black females in this 

age group. However, all stroke deaths in Jefferson and Lafayette Counties during 2022-2024 

were among black females.  
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Figure 86. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Females Ages 20-64, by Race 

  

 

Chronic Diseases - Aging Well  

Among adults ages 65 and older, myocardial infarction death rates remained elevated across the 

five-county area compared with Florida. Female rates were highest in Hamilton, Lafayette, and 

Suwannee counties, while Lafayette County consistently demonstrated the highest male death 

rates. Although most of the counties experienced declines over time, Madison Countyôs 2022ï

2024 rates remained above the Florida rate among females, while the male rate was lower than 

the statewide rate. 

Figure 87. Acute Myocardial Infarction Death Rates Among Adults 65+ 

 

Stroke death rates for males ages 65+ were higher than that of Florida during 2022-2024 for all 

counties except Jefferson and Lafayette. Among females ages 65+, Hamilton and Suwannee 

Counties had higher death rates than Florida. 
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Figure 88. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, by Sex, Ages 65+ 

  

Among males ages 65+, stroke death rates were highest for white males in Hamilton and 

Suwannee Counties. Black males ages 65+ were most impacted in Madison County. 

Figure 89. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Males Ages 65+, by Race 

  

White females had higher death rates during 2022-2024 than black females except in Lafayette 

County. This is most likely due to the small number of black female residents in Lafayette County. 

Death rates spike when the total population is small. 

Figure 90. Stroke Death Rates per 100,000 Population, Females Ages 65+, by Race 

  

Probable Alzheimerôs disease prevalence among adults ages 65 and older declined across all 

five counties over the reporting periods. By 2023ï2025, county percentages were either close to 

or slightly below the Florida percentage, ranging from 10% to 11%. 

Figure 91 illustrates the percentage of adults aged 65 and older with probable Alzheimerôs 

disease. In 2023ï2025, Jefferson, Lafayette, and Suwannee counties each reported 11%, all 
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equal to the Florida percentage. Hamilton and Madison counties reported slightly lower 

percentages at 10%. All five counties showed declines from the earliest reporting period. 

Figure 91. Probable Alzheimerôs Cases (Aged 65 and Older) 

 

 

Chronic Disease Lifestyle Indicators  

Listed below are lifestyle indicators that are linked to increased risk for chronic diseases.  

Tobacco Use  

Note that data are not available by race/ethnicity. Suwannee has the highest current smoking 

percentage, 23.7 percent, and the highest former smoking percentage, 33.7 percent. Jefferson 

and Madison follow for current smoking. Jefferson has the lowest reportable quit attempt 

percentage, 36.5 percent, while Hamilton, Madison, and Suwannee are close to one half. 

Lafayette is not ranked on quit attempts because that value is not reported. 

Table 46. Tobacco Use Among Behavioral Risk Surveillance System Participants, 

Percent of Participants, 2022 
 

Hamilton Jefferson Lafayette Madison Suwannee 

Current Smokers 17.7% 19.9% 17.5% 19.2% 23.7% 

Currently Use Chewing 
Tobacco, Snuff or Snus 

4.6% 7.0% 6.4% 6.5% 6.9% 

Current Smokers Who Tried to 
Quit at Least Once in Past Year 

50.3% 36.5% NR 48.9% 48.6% 

Former Smokers 21.9% 24.9% 23.0% 26.9% 33.7% 
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Physical Activity  

Four counties end below their first physical inactivity bar. Madison moves in the opposite direction 

and has the latest highest value, 37 percent. Every county is still above Florida's latest value of 

24 percent, with the largest gaps in Madison and Hamilton. The labels may show County Health 

Rankings release years, so the underlying observation year should be confirmed before 

describing these as annual changes. 

Figure 92. Physical Inactivity, Percent of Population, RWJ Foundation 

 

Figure 93 shows the percentage of adults who responded that they disagreed with the statement 

that they exercised regularly. This includes any level of disagreement. Overall, 37.5% of adults in 

the five-county service area reported some level of disagreement that they exercise regularly, 

compared to 30.9% of adults in Florida. Note that darker census tracts indicated higher 

percentages of adults who do not exercise regularly. 

Figure 93. Adults Who Report They Do Not Exercise Regularly 

 

Overweight and Obesity  

Every county ends above Florida's adult obesity value of 32 percent. Suwannee is highest at 45 

percent and shows the largest increase from the first bar. Hamilton and Lafayette follow at 40 






































































































































